
Honduras president, others targets of DEA investigation 


By CLAUDIA TORRENS and 
CHRISTOPHER SHERMAN 
NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. fed¬ 
eral court documents show 
Honduran President Juan 
Orlando Hernandez and 
some of his closest advisers 
were among the targets of 
a Drug Enforcement Ad¬ 
ministration investigation. 

A document filed by pros¬ 
ecutors on Tuesday in the 
Southern District of New 
York mentions Hernandez 
as part of a group of in¬ 
dividuals investigated by 
the DEA since about 2013 
for participating “in large- 
scale drug-trafficking and 
money laundering activi¬ 
ties relating to the impor¬ 
tation of cocaine into the 
United States”. 

Hernandez was elected 


president of Honduras in 
late 2013. 

The document is a July 2015 
application to the court to 
compel Apple, Google, 
Microsoft, Yahoo and AOL 
to give investigators email 
header information, but 
not emails’ content, for a 
number of accounts. Two 
of the accounts are be¬ 
lieved to be of Hernandez, 
the documents says. 

There is no indication charg¬ 
es have been brought 
against Hernandez. 

Also included in the request 
are the email accounts of 
the president’s sister Hilda 
Hernandez, his adviser Ebal 
Diaz and his security minis¬ 
ter Julian Pacheco Tinoco. 

Continued on Page 2 



In this Aug. 6, 2014 file photo released by the U.S. Department of Defense, Honduran President 
Juan Orlando Hernandez, left, listens to U.S. Marine Gen. John Kelly, commander of U.S. Southern 
Command, during Hern Associated Press andez's official visit to the command’s headquarters in 
Miami, Florida. 

Associated Press 
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Honduras president, others targets of DEA investigation 


Continued from Front 

Hilda Hernandez, who 
helped manage the fi¬ 
nances of the president's 
political party and his presi¬ 
dential campaign, died in 
a December 2015 helicop¬ 
ter crash. The request also 
named four members of 
the wealthy and politically- 
connected Rosenthal fam¬ 
ily. 

Yani Rosenthal, a former 
national lawmaker and 
presidential candidate, 
pleaded guilty in U.S. feder¬ 
al court in 2017 for money 
laundering for the Cachiros 
drug trafficking organiza¬ 
tion. 

The new court filing is part of 
the pre-trial motions in the 
case of Hernandez's broth¬ 
er Juan Antonio “Tony” 
Hernandez, who was ar¬ 


rested in 2018 in Miami and 
accused of scheming for 
years to bring tons of co¬ 
caine into the country. His 
trial is expected to start in 
September. 

A spokesman for the South¬ 
ern District of New York said 
on Thursday the court's re¬ 
sponse to the application 
for email header informa¬ 
tion is not public informa¬ 
tion. He declined to com¬ 
ment further. 

The document filed Tues¬ 
day raises the possibil¬ 
ity that the DEA has email 
data for Honduras’ presi¬ 
dent and members of his 
inner circle dating to 2015. 
Messages left for Diaz, who 
is Hernandez’s de facto 
spokesman, were not im¬ 
mediately returned. Pa¬ 
checo could not be imme¬ 
diately reached, but the 
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A man throws a bin at a torched police vehicle during a protest against the government of 
Honduras' President Juan Orlando Hernandez, in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, Thursday, May 30,2019. 

Associated Press 


government has previously 
denied allegations against 
him. 

Pacheco has been dogged 
by allegations of his links 
to drug traffickers since at 
least 2017 when a leader of 
Honduras' Cachiros cartel 
testified in another case in 
New York about his ties to 
drug traffickers. 

Pacheco had served under 
Hernandez’s predecessor, 
Porfirio “Pepe” Lobo Sosa, 
as the government's chief 
of investigation and intel¬ 
ligence. Lobo’s son Fabio 
was sentenced to 24 years 
in a U.S. prison in 2017 for 
drug trafficking. 

On Thursday, a DEA spokes¬ 
woman referred questions 
asked by The Associated 
Press to the Southern Dis¬ 
trict of New York. 

The U.S. government has 
been a staunch supporter 
of Hernandez’s govern¬ 
ment, pouring millions of 
dollars into security coop¬ 
eration because Honduras 
is a key transshipment point 
for cocaine headed to the 
U.S. from South America. 
Hernandez had especially 
curried favor with Gen. 
John Kelly who had led 
the U.S. military’s Southern 


Command and later be¬ 
came President Donald 
Trump’s chief of staff. Kelly 
advocated for continued 
U.S. support of Hernandez's 
government, noting their 
contributions to the war on 
drugs and progress in com¬ 
batting corruption. 

When Hernandez’s already 
controversial re-election 
was marred by irregularities 
in late 2017, the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment congratulated 
him while the opposition 
was still contesting the vote 
count. 

With Hondurans filling the 
ranks of several large mi¬ 
grant caravans during the 
past year, the U.S. has con¬ 
tinued to support Hernan¬ 
dez while pressuring his 
government to stem the 
immigration flow. 

Many Honduran migrants 
encountered making the 
journey to the U.S. bor¬ 
der during the past year 
have referenced govern¬ 
ment corruption among 
their reasons for leav¬ 
ing. Thousands of doctors 
and teachers have been 
marching through the 
streets of Honduras’ capi¬ 
tal for three weeks against 
presidential decrees they 


say would lead to massive 
public sector layoffs. On 
Thursday, a massive march 
led to clashes with police 
who fired tear gas against 
some protesters’ rocks. 
Retired history professor 
Dana Frank, whose recent 
book “The Long Honduran 
Night: Resistance, Terror, 
and the United States in the 
Aftermath of the Coup” 
details the country’s recent 
political turmoil said the 
documents confirm the U.S. 
government has known 
about drug trafficking ac¬ 
tivities linked to Hernandez 
for years. 

“Why have U.S. officials — 
from the State Department 
to the White House to the 
Southern Command — 
continued for years now to 
celebrate, and pour secu¬ 
rity funding into, a govern¬ 
ment whose very topmost 
officials and security figures 
it has known were drug traf¬ 
fickers?” Frank said. “This 
evidence underscores the 
vast hypocrisy of U.S. poli¬ 
cy, which backs a known 
drug trafficker and his po¬ 
lice and military cronies, 
while claiming to do so in 
the name of fighting crime 
and drugs.”□ 
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New memorial area dedicated 
at World Trade Center site 


By KAREN MATTHEWS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Family 
members of recovery work¬ 
ers who died after digging 
through smoldering ruins 
joined city officials Thursday 
at a dedication ceremony 
for a new section of the 
Sept. 11 memorial at the 
World Trade Center in low¬ 
er Manhattan. They were 
joined by recovery workers 
who themselves are ill. 

The 9/11 Memorial Glade 
honors rescue and recov¬ 
ery workers who were sick¬ 
ened or died after respond¬ 
ing to the Sept. 11 attacks. 
The grassy clearing on the 
southwest corner of the 
8-acre (3-hectare) plaza 
includes a path flanked 
with six huge, sloping stone 
structures made of granite 
slabs inlaid with steel recov¬ 
ered from the fallen trade 
center towers. 

The larger memorial’s origi¬ 
nal architects, Michael 
Arad and Peter Walker, de¬ 


signed the memorial glade. 
Its massive stone slabs were 
shaped by two craftsmen 
in Barre, Vermont. 

“Today we are dedicating 
this memorial glade to all 
who became sick or died 
because of causes related 
to the attacks and to all 
the men and women who 
took part in the rescue and 
recovery effort that ended 
on this date 17 years ago,” 
former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, the chairman 
of the National September 
11 Memorial and Museum, 
told the hundreds gath¬ 
ered on the plaza for the 
ceremony. 

“We have a duty to care 
for those who need it and 
to honor the memory of 
those who died. The me¬ 
morial glade helps us to ful¬ 
fill that duty," he said. 

Caryn Pfeifer, whose hus¬ 
band, firefighter Ray Pfeifer, 
was an advocate for trade 
center responders before 
he died of cancer in 2017, 


called the memorial glade 
“a beautiful place for our 
heroes.” 

Pfeifer said that after the 
2001 terrorist attacks, her 
husband “spent the next 
nine months searching and 
digging at ground zero 
without being asked, with¬ 
out being told, and without 
thinking about the conse¬ 
quences. But there were 
consequences. There was 
illness and pain and death 
and for Ray that meant his 
guys and their families were 
in trouble."After the cer¬ 
emony, attendees placed 
flowers and Mass cards on 
the stone slabs. 

Freyda Markow, who said 
she volunteered at the 
trade center site with the 
Salvation Army and the 
Red Cross, wore photos of 
firefighters who died years 
after responding to the at¬ 
tacks around her neck. 

“For them 9/11 was never 
over,” Markow said. “It’ll 
never be over.” Many 



John Stewart talks with Alice Greenwald, CEO of the National 
September 11 Memorial Museum, before the start of a dedication 
ceremony in New York, Thursday, May 30, 2019 

Associated Press 


spent weeks working with¬ 
out proper respiratory pro¬ 
tection as fires continued to 
burn and later developed 
respiratory and digestive- 
system ailments potentially 
linked to inhaled and swal¬ 
lowed dust. Over the years, 
more have been diag¬ 
nosed with other illnesses 
including cancer. 
Researchers continue to 
study whether there is a 
link between those illnesses 


and toxins present during 
the cleanup. One study 
published last year found 
that overall mortality rates 
among rescue and recov¬ 
ery workers haven't been 
elevated. But researchers 
have raised concern about 
an unusual number of sui¬ 
cides among first respond¬ 
ers and more deaths than 
expected from brain can¬ 
cers and non-Plodgkin's 
lymphoma.O 
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President Trump erupts after special 
counsel says he’s not exonerated 


President Donald Trump talks with reporters before departing on 
Marine One for the Air Force Academy graduation ceremony, 
Thursday, May 30, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By DEB RIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump angrily 
assailed special counsel 
Robert Mueller's motives 
on Thursday, a day after 
Mueller bluntly rebuffed 
Trump’s repeated claims 
that the Russia investiga¬ 
tion had cleared him of 
obstructing justice. 

The president also offered 
mixed messages on Rus¬ 
sia’s efforts to help him de¬ 
feat Democrat Hillary Clin¬ 
ton in the 2016 campaign. 



Early in the day. Trump 
tweeted he had “nothing 
to do with Russia helping 
me get elected." 

That was the first time he 
seemed to acknowledge 
that Russia tried to help his 
campaign. Then on the 
White House South Lawn, 
Trump told reporters: “Rus¬ 
sia did not help me get 
elected. You know who 
got me elected? You know 
who got me elected? I got 
me elected. Russia didn't 
help me at all." 

Mueller's report said Russia 
interfered in the election 
in hopes of getting Trump 
elected, but his findings 
and intelligence officials 
have stopped short of say¬ 
ing the efforts contributed 
to Trump's victory. 

Trump's 20-minute erup¬ 
tion underscored that he 
remains deeply distressed 
over the probe that has 
shadowed his presidency 
for nearly two years, even 
after Mueller announced 
his resignation and the clo¬ 
sure of his office. Demo¬ 
crats are mulling the possi¬ 
bility of impeachment pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Trump insisted that he's 
been tough on Russia and 
that Moscow would have 
preferred Clinton as presi¬ 
dent. But that's not what 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has said. When asked 
last year in Helsinki whether 
he wanted Trump to be¬ 
come president, Putin re¬ 
plied: “Yes, I did." 

On Wednesday, Mueller, 
in his first public remarks 
on the Russia investigation, 
pointedly rejected Trump's 
claims — repeated almost 


daily — that the special 
counsel's investigation 
cleared him of criminal 
activity and was a “witch 
hunt.” 

Mueller emphasized that 
he had not exonerated 
Trump on the question of 
whether he obstructed 
justice, but said charging 
Trump with any crime was 
“not an option” because of 
Justice Department rules. 
Attorney General William 
Barr, however, said Muel¬ 
ler could have reached a 
decision on whether Trump 
obstructed justice. Barr said 
in an interview with “CBS 
This Morning” that though 
Justice Department rules 
prevent the indictment of 
a sitting president, Mueller 
nonetheless could have 
decided whether Trump 
had committed a crime. 
Trump repeated his base¬ 
less claims that Mueller is 
“conflicted,” contending 
that Mueller, who served as 
FBI director under President 
George W. Bush, wanted 
his old job back, but that 
he had told him no. He said 
Mueller, a Republican, was 
“a true never Trumper" and 
“didn’t get a job that he 
wanted very badly.” 
Mueller had been consid¬ 
ered for the FBI director po¬ 
sition shortly before being 
named as special counsel. 
But then-White House chief 
strategist Steve Bannon has 
said that while the White 
House had invited Mueller 
to speak to the president 
about the FBI and thought 
about asking him to be¬ 
come director again, Muel¬ 
ler did not come in looking 
for a job.Q 
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Lawyers: Docs show census changed to give Republicans edge 


l 



In this April 23,2019 file photo, immigration activists rally outside the Supreme Court as the justices 
hear arguments over the Trump administration's plan to ask about citizenship on the 2020 census, 
in Washington. 


By LARRY NEUMEISTER and 
MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A Re¬ 
publican redistricting ex¬ 
pert advocated for add¬ 
ing a citizenship question 
to the 2020 census to give 
an electoral edge to white 
people and Republicans, 
opponents of the move al¬ 
leged in a court filing Thurs¬ 
day. 

The filing in Manhattan 
federal court said a trove 
of newly discovered docu¬ 
ments revealed that Thom¬ 
as Hotelier, a longtime Re¬ 
publican gerrymandering 
guru, played a key role in 
pushing the Trump adminis¬ 
tration to include a citizen¬ 
ship question on the census 
for the first time since 1950. 
Lawyers for opponents of 
adding the question said 
the files, found on Hoteli¬ 
er’s computer drives af¬ 
ter he died last year, also 
showed that he contrib¬ 
uted vital language to a 
Justice Department letter 
used to justify the question 
on the grounds that it was 
needed to protect minority 
voting rights. 

In reality, the lawyers ar¬ 
gued, the documents 
show the census change is 
part of a wider Republican 
effort to restrict the political 
power of Democrats and 
Latino communities. 

“The new evidence reveals 
that Dr. Thomas Hotelier, 
the longtime Republican 
redistricting specialist, 
played a significant role 
in orchestrating the addi¬ 
tion of the citizenship ques¬ 
tion to the 2020 Decennial 
Census in order to create 
a structural electoral ad¬ 
vantage for, in his own 
words, ‘Republicans and 
Non-Hispanic Whites,’ and 
that defendants obscured 
his role through affirmative 
misrepresentations,” the fil¬ 
ing said. 

The change, announced in 


spring 2018, seems poised 
for approval by the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court, which heard 
arguments in April and is 
likely to rule by July. It’s 
not yet clear if the Hotelier 
documents might affect 
the pending case, though 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union apprised the high 
court of the latest develop¬ 
ments Thursday in a letter 
signed by Dale Ho, director 
of the group’s voting rights 
project and a lawyer who 
argued against adding the 
question before the top 
court. 

States, cities and rights 
groups had sued in New 
York and elsewhere, argu¬ 
ing that the question would 


suppress the count of im¬ 
migrants and strengthen 
congressional representa¬ 
tion and funding for areas 
where mostly Republicans 
reside. States with large 
numbers of immigrants 
tend to vote Democratic. 
Lawyers for President Don¬ 
ald Trump's administration 
say the commerce secre¬ 
tary has wide discretion to 
design the census ques¬ 
tionnaire. 

On Thursday, lawyers for 
groups including the ACLU 
said that the files show that 
a Justice Department offi¬ 
cial and a transition official 
for President Donald Trump 
testified falsely by hiding 
Hofeller’s role in asking for 


Associated Press 

the question. They asked 
U.S. District Judge Jesse M. 
Furman to issue sanctions 
or consider finding individu¬ 
als in contempt. 

Ho, of fhe ACLU, said docu¬ 


ments found after Hotelier's 
death last year revealed 
the administration’s “goal 
was to dilute the voting 
power of minority com¬ 
munities. That's literally the 
diametric opposite of what 
the administration has 
been saying all along.” 
Furman gave the Justice 
Department until Monday 
to respond. An official with 
the department declined 
to comment on the record. 
Furman set a hearing in the 
case for June 5. 

The Hotelier documents cit¬ 
ed by lawyers were discov¬ 
ered when his estranged 
daughter found four exter¬ 
nal computer hard drives 
and 18 thumb drives in her 
father's Raleigh, North Car¬ 
olina, home after his death 
last summer. 

The New York Times re¬ 
ported that she contacted 
Common Cause, which 
had recently sued in state 
court to challenge North 
Carolina's legislative dis¬ 
tricts, which had been 
drawn by HofellerO 
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California approves wide power outages to prevent wildfires 


By DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 

— California regulators on 
Thursday approved allow¬ 
ing utilities to cut off elec¬ 
tricity to possibly hundreds 
of thousands of customers 
to avoid catastrophic wild¬ 
fires like the one sparked 
by power lines last year 
that killed 85 people and 
largely destroyed the city 
of Paradise. 

Utilities’ liability can reach 
billions of dollars, and after 
several years of devastat¬ 
ing wildfires, they asked 
regulators to allow them 
to pull the plug when fire 
risk is extremely high. That's 
mainly during periods of 
excessive winds and low 
humidity when vegetation 
is dried out and can easily 
ignite. 

The California Public Utili¬ 
ties Commission gave the 
green light but said utilities 
must do a better job edu¬ 
cating and notifying the 
public, particularly those 
with disabilities and others 
who are vulnerable, and 
ramp up preventive ef¬ 
forts, such as clearing brush 
and installing fire-resistant 
poles. The plans could 
inconvenience hundreds 
of thousands of customers 
while endangering some 
who depend on electric¬ 
ity to keep them alive, like 
56-year-old Kallithea Miller. 
Although she lives far from 
wildfire danger near a 
shopping mall in Stockton, 
south of Sacramento, she 
relies on a refrigerator to 
cool her insulin and a ma¬ 
chine to keep her breath¬ 
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In this Nov. 9, 2018 file photo. Pacific Gas & Electric crews work to restore power lines in Paradise, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 


ing at night. 

“I could die in my sleep,” 
she said. “It’s scaring the 
hell out of me." 

The precautionary out¬ 
ages could mean multi¬ 
day blackouts for cities as 
large as San Francisco and 
San Jose, Northern Califor¬ 
nia’s major power provider 
warned in a recent filing 
with the utilities commis¬ 
sion. 

Pacific Gas & Electric an¬ 
ticipates cutting the power 
only in “truly extreme fire 
danger weather” while 
recognizing that there “are 
safety risks on both sides of 
this issue,” vice president 
Aaron Johnson said. 

PG&E initially planned to 
de-energize power lines in 
at-risk rural areas but has 
since expanded its plans to 


include high-voltage trans¬ 
mission lines like the one 
that sparked the nation's 
deadliest wildfire in a cen¬ 
tury. The blaze last Novem¬ 
ber killed 85 people while 
wiping out nearly 15,000 


homes in and around Para¬ 
dise. 

“I know it inconveniences 
people, but it's a small 
price to pay for not having 
the kind of devastation that 
we had in Paradise,” Mayor 


Jody Jones said. “Everyone 
I know in Paradise knew 
that PG&E might cut the 
power off. I didn’t see that 
as a problem. The problem 
was that they didn’t actu¬ 
ally shut it off.” 

Utility equipment has been 
blamed for many of Cali¬ 
fornia’s most destructive 
and deadly wildfires in re¬ 
cent years. 

Other major California 
utilities have similar plans 
that commissioners unani¬ 
mously approved Thursday, 
also warning that outages 
could extend into cities un¬ 
der some conditions. 
“We're worried about it 
because we could see 
people's power shut off 
not for a day or two but 
potentially a week,” Gov. 
Gavin Newsom said as he 
recently called for Califor¬ 
nia to spend $75 million to 
help communities prepare. 
“This is high winds, severe 
weather, turn off the elec¬ 
tricity so it doesn't ignite a 
fire. It's a good thing — un¬ 
less you're impacted.” □ 


Is it ‘molecules of freedom’ or just 
natural gas? 

By The Associated Press 

It’s hard to generate inter¬ 
est in a news release about 
liquefied natural gas ex¬ 
ports, but a high-ranking 
Trump administration offi¬ 
cial succeeded by calling 
the stuff “molecules of U.S. 
freedom.” 

Words matter after all. 

Earlier this week, the Energy 
Department announced 
it was approving more ex¬ 
ports of liquefied natural 
gas from a Texas terminal 
on the Gulf Coast. 

Assistant Energy Secre¬ 
tary Steven Winberg, who 
signed the order, said ex¬ 
porting the fuel is good for 
U.S. jobs and the economy 
and for the energy security 
of America’s allies. 

His agency is helping let 
“molecules of U.S. free¬ 
dom to be exported to the 
world,” he said. 

Another Energy Depart¬ 
ment official, Mark Menez- 
es, said expanding the Tex¬ 
as facility’s export capac¬ 
ity “is critical to spreading 


In this Tuesday, April 2, 2019, file photo, Miguel Cortillo gets a 
tanker of liquefied natural gas ready at Stabilis Energy in George 
West, Texas, to transport it to Laredo. 

Associated Press 


freedom gas throughout 
the world.” 

Some people went on Twit¬ 
ter to make fun of the col¬ 
orful language, but envi¬ 
ronmentalists opposed to 
wider use of gas said it was 
no laughing matter. 

“This is an absurd attempt 
to rebrand natural gas, and 
it shouldn't fool anyone,” 
said Rachel Cleetus, a cli¬ 


mate expert at the Union of 
Concerned Scientists. She 
said the Trump administra¬ 
tion is exporting reliance on 
natural gas instead of pro¬ 
moting renewables such as 
solar and wind energy. 
“Natural gas is still a fossil 
fuel,” she said. “What the 
world desperately needs is 
freedom from runaway cli¬ 
mate change."□ 
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Police confirm missing Utah girl’s 
body has been found 


By LINDSAY WHITEHURST 

Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — A 

body found after a five- 
day search is that of a 
5-year-old girl taken from 
her home and killed by her 
uncle, Utah police con¬ 
firmed on Thursday. 
Elizabeth “Lizzy’' Shelley's 
remains were located in 
a heavily wooded area 
less than a block from her 
home on Wednesday, but 
authorities could not imme¬ 
diately confirm it was her. 
Also Thursday, a 911 call 
released by Logan Police 
revealed the panic her 
parents felt moments after 
realizing she was missing. 
Detrich Black, the boy¬ 
friend of Shelley’s mother 
Jessica Whipple, was calm 
but distraught as he re¬ 
ported the 5-year-old’s dis¬ 
appearance. “My daugh¬ 
ter is missing," he tells the 


dispatcher. “We woke up 
and the front door is wide 
open." 

The girl was reported miss¬ 
ing Saturday morning, and 
officers spent five days 
combing the city set in a 
picturesque valley near 
the Idaho border about 80 
miles (129 kilometers) north 
of Salt Lake City. 

The body was found after 
the girl’s 21-year-old uncle 
Alex Whipple gave his law¬ 
yer a map of where she 
was hidden. In exchange, 
prosecutors promised not 
to pursue the death pen¬ 
alty. 

Whipple killed her Saturday 
after spending the night at 
his sister's house and hid 
the body under trees and 
brush, prosecutors have 
said. He was charged with 
aggravated murder, child 
kidnapping and other 
counts. 


Defense attorney Shannon 
Dernier has said his client 
did something inexcusable 
but wants the family to find 
closure. The child's blood 
was found on Whipple’s 
watch and sweatshirt, au¬ 
thorities said, and his hand¬ 
print was discovered on a 


PVC pipe. Nearby was a 
broken knife taken from 
the family's kitchen bear¬ 
ing the blood of the girl. 
Whipple has a criminal re¬ 
cord that includes a 2016 
assault, possession of a sto¬ 
len vehicle and drug-relat¬ 
ed charges.Q 


In this Saturday, May 25, 2019 
booking photo provided by 
Cache County Sheriff's Office 
shows Alex Whipple. 

Associated Press 


Critics say FCC 
report overstates 
broadband availability 


By ANTHONY IZAGUIRRE 
Associated Press 
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — 

The Federal Communica¬ 
tions Commission's broad¬ 
band report is being ham¬ 
mered by critics who say it 
paints too rosy a picture of 
high-speed internet avail¬ 
ability in the U.S. 

U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin of 
West Virginia joined two 
dissenting FCC commis¬ 
sioners in criticizing the re¬ 
port released Wednesday. 
The FCC's annual Broad¬ 
band Deployment Report 
says the country’s digital 
divide has “narrowed sub¬ 
stantially," with the num¬ 
ber of Americans without 
broadband dropping more 
than 18%, to 21.3 million 
people, between 2016 and 
2017. The majority of the 
gains were for people living 
in rural parts of the country, 
according to the report. 
The agency’s two Demo¬ 
cratic commissioners is¬ 
sued dissenting statements 
along with the report that 
said it was at odds with the 


reality of internet availabil¬ 
ity on the ground. 

“This report deserves a 
failing grade,” Commis¬ 
sioner Jessica Rosenworcel 
wrote. “It concludes that 
broadband deployment 
is reasonable and timely 
throughout the United 
States. This will come as 
news to millions and millions 
of Americans who lack ac¬ 
cess to high-speed service 
at home.” 

The FCC’s data collection 
methods have been rou¬ 
tinely labeled as flawed. 
The commission considers 
an entire area covered if 
a service provider reports 
that a single location on a 
census block has or could 
have fast internet speeds. 
Commissioner Geoffrey 
Starks wrote that the agen¬ 
cy should change its data 
collection policies, point¬ 
ing out that a draft version 
of the report was found to 
have overstated broad¬ 
band connections in an 
area where about 62 mil¬ 
lion people live. Q 
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Spain decries UN working group’s opinion on jailed Catalans 


By ARITZ PARRA 
JOSEPH WILSON 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — The Span¬ 
ish government has dis¬ 
missed the conclusions of 
a panel of experts working 
under the United Nations 
umbrella that called for the 
release from custody three 
Catalan separatists on trial 
in Spain. 

In a non-binding but po¬ 
litically damaging opinion 
published on Wednesday, 
the U.N. Working Group on 
Arbitrary Detention asked 
Spain to end the pre-trial 
jailing of Catalan regional 
vice president, Oriol Jun- 
queras, and activists Jordi 
Sanchez and Jordi Cuixart. 
The working group said 
that the three, who were 
detained following Cata¬ 
lonia’s 2017 secession at¬ 
tempt, were arbitrarily 
detained and their rights 
violated. It also suggested 
that they should receive 
compensation for their 
time behind bars and that 
Spain should investigate 
their detentions. 

The working group is made 
up of five independent, 
non-paid experts appoint¬ 
ed by the U.N.'s Human 



A banner reading in Catalan: “Freedom political and exiled 
prisoners” hangs from the balcony of the Palau Generalitat, in 
Sant Jaume square in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, May 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Rights Council based in 
Geneva. Though they are 
not U.N. staff, their opinions 
are meant to pressure gov¬ 
ernments but are often ig¬ 
nored. 

However, the Spanish gov¬ 
ernment slammed the re¬ 
port, saying the group's 
opinion failed to take into 
account the crimes said 
to have been committed 
as well as ignoring Spain's 
laws that ban referenda 
on the independence of a 
part of the country. 

In a statement, the gov¬ 
ernment raised “doubts" 
about the group’s “inde¬ 
pendence and impar¬ 
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tiality” and called on the 
U.N. to make sure that its 
semi-independent working 
groups are not used “for 
spurious purposes.” 

The three Catalans are 
among a dozen separatist 
leaders on trial at Spain's 
Supreme Court on a num¬ 
ber of charges, including 
rebellion, for their roles in 
disobeying a court ban 
and holding a prohibited 
independence referen¬ 
dum as well as making a 
subsequent independence 
declaration on Oct. 2017. 
With hearings in the ongo¬ 
ing televised trial set to end 
in mid-June, state prosecu¬ 
tors on Wednesday said 
they are upholding their 
proposed sentence of 25 
years for Junqueras, with 
smaller proposed sentenc¬ 
es for the other defendants. 
A sentence is not expect¬ 


ed at least until Septem¬ 
ber. The defendants have 
been in jail for more than 
18 months and they have 
become a powerful sym¬ 
bol for separatists, who see 
their jailing as unfair. 

Under Spanish law, sus¬ 
pects can be held in custo¬ 
dy if they represent a flight 
risk, if the court believes 
they could commit possible 
further crimes, or if there is a 
risk they could destroy evi¬ 
dence. 

Other leaders of the seces¬ 
sion bid, including former 
Catalan regional presi¬ 
dent Carles Puigdemont, 
fled the country and are 
fugitives from Spain, while 
the current Catalan chief, 
Quim Torra, has promised 
to continue to push for in¬ 
dependence. 

Speaking on Wednesday 
after the report was pub¬ 
lished, Torra called the 
opinion “demolishing” for 
Spain and called the ongo¬ 
ing Supreme Court trial “a 
farce." 

The opinion’s release 
comes a day after the 
European Court of Hu¬ 
man Rights rejected a suit 
brought by Catalan sepa¬ 
ratist lawmakers claim¬ 
ing that Spain’s top court 
violated their rights when it 
ruled to suspend a regional 
parliamentary session to 
declare independence 
two years ago. 

In that decision, the Euro¬ 


pean court said that the 
decision by Spain’s Con¬ 
stitutional Court’s had not 
violated their rights since its 
action was “aimed at pro¬ 
tecting the Constitutional 
order" and taken “in the 
interests of public safety 
(and) for the prevention of 
disorder.” 

Junqueras, Puigdemont 
and a former fellow mem¬ 
ber of the regional Cabinet, 
Toni Comin, were recently 
elected to the European 
Parliament, although they 
face legal hurdles to ac¬ 
tually take their seats. Jun¬ 
queras would need to get 
a temporary permit to get 
out of jail and pick up his 
lawmaker credential from 
Spain’s Electoral Board. 
Puigdemont and Comin 
face immediate arrest if 
they set foot on Spanish ter¬ 
ritory. 

On Friday, both of them 
were banned from access¬ 
ing the European cham¬ 
ber's building in Brussels 
to pick up temporary ac¬ 
creditations that are being 
handed out to other elect¬ 
ed lawmakers. 

A spokesman at the bloc’s 
parliament said officials 
can decide not to hand 
out the temporary badges 
on an individual basis un¬ 
til the Ell’s member states 
submit their respective of¬ 
ficial lists of elected depu¬ 
ties, clarifying the situation 
for those in doubt. □ 


Ukrainian parliament defies new 
president, keeps Cabinet 



Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy, greets media prior 
his meeting with German 
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas 
and French Foreign Minister 
Jean-Yves Le Drian in Kiev, 
Ukraine, Thursday, May 30, 
2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — Ukrai¬ 
nian lawmakers on Thurs¬ 
day refused to accept 
the Cabinet’s resignation, 
in another snub to the na¬ 
tion’s newly sworn-in presi¬ 
dent. Volodymyr Zelenskiy, 
the comedian who won 
a landslide victory in last 
month’s presidential elec¬ 
tion, faces a hostile parlia¬ 
ment dominated by former 
President Petro Poroshen- 
ko’s supporters. 

Zelenskiy called snap par¬ 
liamentary elections for July 
21 in a bid to get more of his 
supporters into parliament. 
In anticipation of that, law¬ 
makers have sought to 
block the president’s ef¬ 


forts to form a more loyal 
Cabinet. The Verkhovna 
Rada refused on Thursday 
to accept the resignation 
of Prime Minister Volody¬ 
myr Groysman, keeping his 
Cabinet in place. 

That vote follows the par¬ 
liament turning down a 
proposal by Zelenskiy to 
amend the electoral law 
last week. Despite the Ra¬ 
da's resistance, Zelenskiy 
on Thursday asked parlia¬ 
ment to dismiss three top 
Poroshenko loyalists — For¬ 
eign Minister Pavlo Klimkin, 
Defense Minister Stepan 
Poltorak and SBU Security 
service chief Vasyl Gritsak. 
A date has not yet been 
set for a vote.. □ 
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New Zealand’s 1st ‘well-being budget’ targets mental health 


By NICK PERRY 
Associated Press 
WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — New Zealand’s gov¬ 
ernment announced Thurs¬ 
day it will spend billions of 
dollars more on mental 
health services and com¬ 
batting child poverty as 
part of a new approach to 
its finances. The liberal-led 
government unveiled the 
country's first so-called well¬ 
being budget. It aims to 
measure social outcomes 
like health and the environ¬ 
ment alongside traditional 
metrics such as economic 
growth. The new approach 
has been lauded by some 
internationally but criticized 
by the conservative oppo¬ 
sition as meaningless win¬ 
dow-dressing. 

The budget was the first 
since a gunman killed 51 
people at two Christchurch 
mosques in March, and it 
included money for a gun 
buyback scheme after the 
government introduced 
new laws banning the 



New Zealand's Finance Minister Grant Robertson talks to reporters and analysts about the budget 
on Thursday, May 30, 2019, in Wellington, New Zealand. 


types of semi-automatic 
weapons often used in 
mass shootings. 

The budget also increased 
funding for the nation’s in¬ 
telligence agencies, which 


didn't identify the man ac¬ 
cused of the slaughter as a 
potential threat. 

Overall, new spending was 
up significantly on previous 
forecasts. But while govern- 


Associated Press 

ment borrowing was fore¬ 
cast to rise, the net debt 
was expected to stay at 
about 20% of GDP as the 
size of the economy also 
expanded. 


Finance Minister Grant Rob¬ 
ertson said the increased 
spending was worth the 
extra debt and would help 
stimulate the economy as 
global economic growth 
slowed. “The old way of do¬ 
ing things has left too many 
people behind,” Robert¬ 
son said. “New Zealand¬ 
ers want us to measure our 
success, and invest on their 
behalf, in line with their val¬ 
ues. The values of fairness, 
the protection of the en¬ 
vironment, the strength of 
our communities." 

Under the budget, spend¬ 
ing on mental health will 
increase by 1.9 billion New 
Zealand dollars ($1.2 billion) 
over the next four years. 
Part of that will include 
extra money for suicide 
prevention services as the 
country tries to tackle its 
high suicide rate. 

“One death from suicide is 
one death too many, and 
the effects of each suicide 
on friends and family is dev¬ 
astating,” Robertson said.Q 


Polish advocate for church victims resigns in scandal 



In this Oct. 8, 2018 file photo Marek Lisinski left, sits with activist 
Agata Diduszko-Zyglewska, center, and opposition lawmaker 
Joanna Scheuring-Wielgus during a meeting that demanded 
strict criminal punishment for pedophile priests at the parliament 
in Warsaw, Poland. 

Associated Press 


By MONIKA SCISLOWSKA 
Associated Press 
WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 

The founder and head of 
a Polish organization dedi¬ 
cated to helping victims of 
clerical sex abuse has re¬ 
signed following a reports 
that a victim believes he 
had cheated her for mon¬ 
ey and that he demanded 
money from the producers 
of a documentary about 
clerical abuse. The foun¬ 
dation “Have No Fear” 
said the head of its board, 
Marek Lisinski, resigned 
and that it has opened an 


internal audit into the alle¬ 
gations reported Thursday 
by the Gazeta Wyborcza 
daily. “This came as a great 
shock to us,” said board 
member and lawmaker 
Joanna Scheuring-Wielgus. 
She did not want to com¬ 
ment before the results of 
the audit are known. 

In a post on Facebook, Lisin¬ 
ski denied the allegations, 
saying he “never swindled” 
anyone and insisted that 
he only borrowed money 
and intended to return it 
in December. “The good 
of the survivors has always 


been the supreme goal for 
me,” Lisinski wrote. Lisinski, 
who says he was abused 
by a priest when he was 13, 
played a key role in forcing 
the public in predominant¬ 
ly Catholic Poland to con¬ 
front the problem of cleri¬ 
cal abuse by forming the 
foundation five years ago. 
Pope Francis kissed Lisinski’s 
hand during a landmark 
meeting with abuse victims 
in February at the Vatican. 
He was part of a group that 
gave Francis a report on 
child sex abuse by priests in 
Poland. □ 
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Syrian boy survives bombing that killed his mother, siblings 


By SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — A 13-year-old 
boy emerged with a blood¬ 
ied arm and swollen red 
eyes from under the rubble 
to the cries of rescue work¬ 
ers. He didn’t yet know that 
his mother and two siblings 
were dead — killed by 
bombs that opposition ac¬ 
tivists said were dropped 
by Syrian government 
warplanes on a residential 
building Thursday in the last 
rebel stronghold in Syria. 
The bombings pancaked 
the building in Maaret al- 
Numan, a town in southern 
Idlib province, and killed at 
least five, including three 
members of the Qasheet 
family. 

Fighting has raged in Idlib 
and surrounding areas 
since April 30, when Syr¬ 
ian troops supported by 
airstrikes entered the over¬ 
crowded enclave. The 
area stands in Syrian Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad’s way 
as he seeks a final victory 
against armed govern¬ 
ment opposition after eight 
years of civil war. 

The U.N. children’s agency 
said more than 130 children 
have reportedly been killed 
over the last month and 
nearly 30 hospitals came 



This photo provided by the Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets, which has been authenticated 
based on its contents and other AP reporting, shows Civil Defense workers searching for victims 
under the rubble of a destroyed building after an airstrike by Syrian government forces, Maaret 
al-Numan, a town in south Idlib, Syria, Thursday, May 30, 2019. 


Associated Press 

under attack. UNICEF U&pctejteafcW canthsrotoiibairgo, old boy. His father, stand- 


warned that the escalating 
violence is putting the lives 
of tens of thousands of chil¬ 
dren in danger. 

The agency said that chil¬ 
dren who bear “no respon¬ 
sibility” for the war suffer 
more than anyone. The 
emergency relief efforts 
are “quick fixes that can go 
only so far in mitigating the 
humanitarian fallout from 
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Video shot by the Syrian 
Civil Defense showed vol¬ 
unteers working to pull 
bodies and survivors from 
under the collapsed build¬ 
ing in Maaret al-Numan. 
The volunteers from the 
group known as the White 
Helmets pulled away ce¬ 
ment blocks to reach the 
lifeless body of a 14-year- 


ing behind the camera, 
wept, repeating his son’s 
name, Abboudi, as rescu¬ 
ers mulled how to lift the 
heavy structure. A large 
bulldozer stood nearby. 

In a bright blue shirt, Ab¬ 
boudi was face down, 
squeezed between two 
large cement blocks and 
there was a pool of blood 
under his nose. 


Amid the frenzy, a younger 
boy emerged from a gap 
in the rubble with swollen 
red eyes, dusty hair and 
body, his shirt barely hang¬ 
ing onto his torso. It was Ab- 
boudi’s younger brother, 
Hakam, just a few meters 
(yards) from his brother's 
smashed body. Rescu¬ 
ers cheered and walked 
Hakam Qasheet out of the 
area. His mother and an¬ 
other sibling, a girl, were 
also killed under the rubble. 
Activist-operated Baladi 
News agency reported five 
people were killed in the 
strike. 

The rebel stronghold is 
home to some 3 million 
people. Bombs and shells 
rained on the crowded en¬ 
clave, sending tens of thou¬ 
sands of civilians fleeing to 
safer areas in the north. 

The U.N. has warned its hu¬ 
manitarian operations in 
the region are at risk. 
UNICEF said its partners in 
Idlib had to suspend their 
operations while 43,000 
children have had to leave 
school. Final exams for 
the academic year were 
postponed in many parts 
of the rebel-held enclave, 
affecting the education 
of 400,000 students living 
there, it said. □ 


UN extends arms embargo, sanctions against South Sudan 



South Sudan President Salva Kiir arrives for the swearing-in 
ceremony of Cyril Ramaphosa at Loftus Versfeld stadium in 
Pretoria, South Africa, Saturday May 25, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The 

U.N. Security Council ap¬ 
proved a resolution Thurs¬ 
day extending an arms em¬ 
bargo and other sanctions 
against South Sudan over 
objections from African na¬ 
tions, Russia and China that 
the measure won’t help 
promote peace. 

The U.S.-sponsored resolu¬ 
tion received 10 “yes” votes 
— one more than the mini¬ 
mum required for adop¬ 
tion — and five abstentions 
from South Africa, Ivory 
Coast, Equatorial Guinea, 
Russia and China. 

A fragile peace deal to 
end a five-year civil war 
that killed nearly 400,000 
people was signed in Sep¬ 
tember. But the committee 
overseeing its implementa¬ 
tion says key elements have 
yet to be put in place. 


South Sudan had faced a 
May 12 deadline for oppo¬ 
sition leader Riek Machar 
to return to the country and 
once again become Presi¬ 
dent Salva Kiir's deputy. It 
is the crucial next step in 
implementing the peace 
deal, but both South Su¬ 
dan’s government and 


Machar’s opposition re¬ 
quested a six-month exten¬ 
sion, which regional minis¬ 
ters approved earlier this 
month. 

Acting U.S. Ambassa¬ 
dor Jonathan Cohen ex¬ 
pressed disappointment at 
the lack of African support 
for renewing the sanctions. 


stressing that “if there is to 
be any chance for lasting 
peace in South Sudan we 
must stop the flow of weap¬ 
ons used to fuel conflict 
and terrorize civilians.” 

He said the Trump adminis¬ 
tration wants to support Af¬ 
rican bodies taking leading 
roles in resolving disputes 
and conflicts on the con¬ 
tinent but “support for this 
expanded role is difficult 
to envision if countries in 
the region are unwilling to 
support measures that in- 
centivize warring parties to 
choose peace over war.” 
South Africa’s U.N. Ambas¬ 
sador Jerry Matjila told the 
council that the regional 
group IGAD, which has 
been leading peace efforts 
in South Sudan along with 
the African Union, “contin¬ 
ues to assert that sanctions 
are not useful to the politi¬ 
cal process." 


Although progress toward 
peace has been slow, he 
said there is a reduction 
in “political violence" and 
efforts are under way to 
implement the September 
agreement. 

Equatorial Guinea’s U.N. 
Ambassador Anatolio 
Ndong Mba added that 
sanctions “are not the 
right ingredient to moti¬ 
vate those involved to fur¬ 
ther their efforts to achieve 
peace." 

Russia’s deputy U.N. am¬ 
bassador Dmitry Polyan¬ 
sky told the council: “We 
do not share the view that 
this progress in the South 
Sudanese settlement was 
helped by the strengthen¬ 
ing last July of sanctions 
pressure and the introduc¬ 
tion of an arms embargo.” 
He credited regional me¬ 
diators for the peace deal 
and progress so far. □ 
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7 dead, 21 missing after SKorean tour boat sinks in Hungary 


By PABLO GORONDI 
HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 
BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) 

— Rescue workers scoured 
the Danube River in down¬ 
town Budapest Thursday 
for 21 people missing after 
a sightseeing boat carrying 
South Korean tourists sank 
in a matter of seconds af¬ 
ter colliding with a larger 
cruise ship during an eve¬ 
ning downpour. 

Seven people are con¬ 
firmed dead and seven 
were rescued, Hungar¬ 
ian officials said. Police 
launched a criminal investi¬ 
gation into the incident. 
The South Korea-based 
Very Good Tour agency, 
which organized the trip, 
said the boat had been on 
its way back after an hour- 
long night tour on Wednes¬ 
day evening when the ac¬ 
cident happened. 
Nineteen South Koreans 
and two Hungarian crew 
members are missing. The 
tour party had consisted 
of 30 tourists, two guides 
and a photographer on a 
package tour of Europe. 
Pal Gyorfi, spokesman for 
the National Ambulance 
Service, said those rescued 
were hospitalized in stable 
condition. 

The sunken boat was locat¬ 
ed early Thursday near the 
Margit Bridge, not far from 
the neo-Gothic Parliament 
building on the riverbank. 
Police Col. Adrian Pal said 
the boat turned on its side 
and sank in about seven 
seconds. He said that res¬ 
cue operations were ham¬ 
pered by the rain and the 
fast flow of the rising Dan¬ 
ube. The search for the 21 
missing extended far down¬ 
stream, even into Serbia, 
where the Danube goes 
after leaving Hungary. 

The river, which is 450 me¬ 
ters (500 yards) wide at 
the point of the accident, 
was fast-flowing and rising 




A rescue boat searches for survivors on the River Danube in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, May 
30 , 2019 . 

Associated Press 

as heavy rain continued in A team of South Korean of- ficials left for Hungary on 
the city. Water tempera¬ 
tures were about 10 to 12 
degrees Celsius (50-53 de¬ 
grees Fahrenheit). 

Earlier, the news website 
lndex.hu said one of those 
rescued was found near 
the Petofi Bridge, which is 
about 3 kilometers (2 miles) 
south of Parliament. 

Dozens of rescue person¬ 
nel, including from the 
military and divers, were 
involved in the search. 

Employees from the South 
Korean Embassy in Buda¬ 
pest were assisting Hungar¬ 
ian officials in identifying 
those rescued and the de¬ 
ceased. 

South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in instructed of¬ 
ficials to employ “all avail¬ 
able resources” to support 
the rescue efforts in Hunga¬ 
ry. Moon’s spokeswoman, 

Ko Min-jung, said in Seoul 
that Moon also ordered the 
launch of a government 
task force led by Foreign 
Minister Kang Kyung-wha 
and for officials to maintain 
close communication with 
the family members of the 
South Korean passengers. 


Thursday to assist with the 
rescue operations and sup¬ 
port passengers and their 
families. Kang was also to 
travel to Hungary. 

The Very Good Tour agen¬ 
cy said the tourists left South 
Korea on May 25 and were 
supposed to return June 1. 
Most of them were family 
groups, and they included 
a 6-year-old girl. Her status 
wasn’t immediately clear 
but she didn't appear on a 
list of survivors provided by 
the tour agency. 

Senior agency official Lee 
Sang-moo disclosed the 
identities of the seven res¬ 
cued South Koreans — six 
women and one man, 
aged between 31 and 66. 
The company is arranging 
for family members of the 
tourists to travel to Hungary 
as soon as possible.^ 
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Brazil officials admit knowing prison clash was ‘imminent’ 



Relatives carry the coffin that contain the remains of 25-year-old William de Souza, an inmate 
who was killed in the recent prison riots, to a burial site in Manaus, Brazil, Thursday, May 30, 2019. 


By DIANE JEANTET 
VICTOR CAIVANO 
Associated Press 
MANAUS, Brazil (AP) — Bra¬ 
zilian families on Thursday 
buried victims of prison 
riots that left 55 inmates 
dead, as authorities con¬ 
firmed they had received 
warnings of an “imminent 
confrontation” days be¬ 
fore clashes in the northern 
state of Amazonas began. 
Dozens of relatives could 
be seen grieving, crying 
and sometimes fainting at 
a cemetery in the capital 
city of Manaus as coffins 
were lowered in the rust- 
colored earth. 

“He really wanted to come 
out (of prison), turn his life 
around,” said a tearful Ti¬ 
ara, whose ex-husband 
was killed in the violence. 
She declined to share her 
last name out of fear of 
reprisal. The riots have led 
to renewed calls for better 
prisons, providing another 
challenge to the adminis¬ 
tration of far-right President 
Jair Bolsonaro, which has 
pledged to clean up Bra¬ 
zil’s festering jails as part of 
a broader crime-fighting 
agenda. 

Adding to the anger and 
frustration, state prison au¬ 
thorities said they imple¬ 
mented a contingency 
plan on May 23, transfer¬ 
ring some prisoners who 
appeared to be at risk at 


the Mens’ Provisional De¬ 
tention Centre 1 in Manaus 
to another facility. Still, five 
inmates were killed in that 
prison Monday. 

“There's no way you can 
identify the ideal moment 
or exact moment when any 
event will happen," said 
state prison secretary Vini- 
cius Almeida on Wednes¬ 
day. “Intelligence data is 
not a crystal ball.” 

The Rev. Joao Poli, who has 
been visiting inmates inside 
the state's prisons for nearly 
a decade, said the gov¬ 
ernment's lack of consid¬ 


eration for family members 
reflected the way prisoners 
are treated inside the peni¬ 
tentiaries. 

“The exploitation of prison¬ 
ers is dramatic,” Poli, an 
Italian native, told The As¬ 
sociated Press. 

The priest also criticized 
privatizations in the Amazo¬ 
nas prison system. 

All four prisons where the 
killings took place Sun¬ 
day and Monday were 
run under a public-private 
partnership with Brazilian 
company Umanizzare, ac¬ 
cording to the state prison 


secretary. 

Umanizzare said the state 
remains responsible for 
security inside the facili¬ 
ties and the company is 
in charge of nearly every¬ 
thing else, from food to 
maintenance, medical at¬ 
tention and utilities. 

Severe overcrowding re¬ 
mains a key issue. 

“More prisoners, more 
money,” Poli said, noting 
that he once saw over 30 
people packed in a cell 
with eight mattresses at a 
prison in a remote area of 
Amazonas state. In many 


of Brazil’s prisons, badly 
outnumbered guards strug¬ 
gle to retain power over an 
ever-growing population 
of inmates who often run 
criminal schemes from be¬ 
hind bars. 

The country’s peniten¬ 
tiary system has an official 
capacity of 368,000, but 
roughly double that num¬ 
ber — 726,000 — are in¬ 
carcerated, according to 
official data from 2016. In 
Amazonas state, 11,390 in¬ 
mates occupy prisons built 
to hold 2,354. 

“It is absolutely necessary 
to build new prisons," said 
Claudio Lamachia, who 
was chairman of Brazil's bar 
association until the end of 
last year. “It's a way of in¬ 
vesting in public security.” 
Lamachia, who has regu¬ 
larly visited prisons across 
Brazil, said it is not uncom¬ 
mon for prisoners to spend 
several days in police cars 
waiting for a space to be¬ 
come available. 

“Prisons today are a time 
bomb. Tragedies waiting to 
happen,” the lawyer said. 

In January 2017, more than 
120 inmates died when Bra¬ 
zil’s First Capital Command 
clashed with the rival Fam¬ 
ily of the North gang over 
control of drug-trafficking 
routes in northern states. 
The violence lasted several 
weeks, spreading to various 
states.Q 


Argentina anti-austerity strike halts flights, trains, buses 



Police keep protesters from blocking a road bridge, which 
would completely halt transit at this spot, during a general strike 
against austerity measures implemented by Maurico Macri’s 
government in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, May 29, 


By ALMUDENA CALATRAVA 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Much of Argen¬ 
tina came to a standstill 
Wednesday as a strike to 
protest government aus¬ 
terity measures grounded 
hundreds of flights, halted 
bus and train lines and 
forced the closing of banks, 
courts and many schools. 
The country’s main grains 
ports were also shut and 
hospitals offered only emer¬ 
gency services during the 
24-hour strike organized by 
labor unions to protest the 
policies of President Mau- 
ricio Macri. Those include 
the firing of workers and 
the slashing of government 
subsidies that have shot up 
the costs of transportation 


2019. 

and utility rates. Argentines 
are also fed up with a stub¬ 
born recession, a devalu- 


Associated Press 

ation of the currency and 
one of the world's highest 
inflation rates. 


Macri will seek re-election 
in October and center-left 
former president Cristina 
Fernandez will try to return 
to power running as vice 
president on the ticket with 
her former chief of staff, Al¬ 
berto Fernandez. 

Many workers stayed home 
Wednesday because sub¬ 
way lines were closed. 
Authorities estimated that 
about 330 flights from the 
country’s flagship car¬ 
rier, Aerolineas Argentinas, 
were cancelled and some 
37,000 passengers were 
affected by the walkout, 
which also forced the “Re- 
copa” final between soc¬ 
cer clubs River Plate and 
Brazil’s Atletico Paranaense 
to be postponed to Thurs¬ 
day. 


Union leaders said it was 
the largest strike that they 
had organized since Macri 
took office in 2015 prom¬ 
ising to end poverty and 
tame high consumer prices. 
They say government poli¬ 
cies have led to the closing 
of some 14,000 small and 
mid-size companies while 
Argentines continue to lose 
purchasing power to an 
“alarming” inflation rate of 
about 50 percent a year. 
Unions and left-leaning or¬ 
ganizations cut some roads 
leading into the capital 
city and distributed food 
to show what they say is in¬ 
creasing hunger. 

“We're sick of the low sala¬ 
ries, the halt of activity in 
the industry,” said unionist 
Ruben Garcia. □ 
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Commercialized Music Festivals on Aruba: Do or Don’t? 



-Creative IsLander 


MAASTRICHT - Last week the organizers of the 
Caribbean Sea Jazz Festival announced that one of 
the oldest music festivals on the island is canceled 
this year due to reduced funding stemmed from 
unmet targets as stated in the contract between 
the organizing committee and the Aruba Tourism 
Authority (ATA). This raised a lot of opinions on social 
media and a critical discourse in the community 
on how these festivals on the island are funded and 
to what degree they contribute economically to 
Aruba. However, with the recent success of the Soul 
Beach Music Festival this last weekend, it is clear that 
commercialized music festivals have been evolving 
greatly in the past two decades on Aruba. In today's 
column, I will discuss the relationship between 
the Cultural and Creative Industry (CCI) and the 
remaining economy to understand economic value 
of cultural activities, and I will dig deeper into the 
impact of tourism-based commercialized music 
festivals on the economy, aimed on Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS). 

When it comes to the dynamic relationship between the 
creative industries and the rest of the economy, Potts 
and Cunningham (2010) argue for four models to an¬ 
swers this mystery amongst economists and profession¬ 
als in the creative industry: namely (1) welfare model, 
where the whole economy drives CCI through transfers 
of resources; (2) competition model, where the CCI is just 
another industry; (3) growth model, where the CCI drives 
the whole economy through high rates of growth; and (4) 
innovation model, where the CCI helps the whole econo¬ 
my evolve through transfers of knowledge. Each of these 
possibilities is related to a very different policy model: in 
(1) a welfare subsidy is required; in (2), standard industry 
policy; in (3), investment and growth policy; and in (4), 
innovation policy. We know that the Minister of Economic 
Affairs, Finance and Culture of Aruba, Mr. Xiomara Ruiz- 
Maduro recently presented Aruba's Economic Policy, 
which includes 6 prospective industries for diversification 
of the Aruban economy. These include; Tourism Indus¬ 
try, Knowledge Economy, Logistics, Agriculture, Circular 
Economy and Creative Industries. After analysis of the 
economic policy, it can be considered a standard indus¬ 
try policy, in this case 6 industries in one. This means, that 
the Aruban government is aiming towards a competition 
model, rather than a welfare, growth or innovation mod¬ 
el. In this case, according to the authors a CCI “should 
properly require the same policy treatment as other in¬ 
dustries. The creative industries, in this view, are just anoth¬ 
er member of the industrial community, and they should 
rightfully then demand neither more nor less “assistance" 
than that due to others. Recognition of normal existence 
is sufficient and “significance” is immaterial" (p. 169). The 
results of the research indicate a preference for models 3 
and 4, however models 2 and 3 propose a more consis¬ 
tent treatment of the CCI, while models 1 and 4 require 
more public intervention. 




As the centerpiece of Aruba's thriving downtown district, L_G- Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhause experience, elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and "attitude is everything" mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 



The #1 Steakhouse in Aruba according to Trip Advisor. 
Located in Oranjestad, next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino, 
Open nightly for dinner. For reservations please call 523.6195, 
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Commercialized Music Festivals on Aruba: Do or Don’t? 


Continued from Page 13 

When it comes to commer¬ 
cialized Music Festivals, ac¬ 
cording to Croes, Semrad & 
Rivera (2016) in the paper; 
The Relevance and Value 
of Music Festivals as Rela¬ 
tional Goods in SIDS, aims 
to report on efforts from 
both Aruba (Aruba Soul 
Beach Music Festival) and 
Curacao (Curagao North 
Sea Jazz Festival) in terms 
on event management, 
event quality, event atten¬ 
dance, audience satisfac¬ 
tion, and overall contribu¬ 
tion to the island’s econo¬ 
mies. This paper highlights 
the fact that destinations in 
the Caribbean region are 
continuously trying to diver¬ 
sify and become unique. 
In this sense, cultural activi¬ 
ties such as music festivals 
play have been a pivotal 
strategic move in market¬ 
ing these SIDS as relaxing, 
entertaining and one of a 


kind experience. What we 
can learn from this research 
report is that: 

1. “Much of the interna¬ 
tional tourists indicated 
that their primary reason 
for travel to the island was 
the music festival they at¬ 
tended. 

2. It seems that music festi¬ 
vals in SIDS have become 
an attractive attraction on 
itself and demonstrate the 
ability to produce the at¬ 
tention from profitable mar¬ 
ket segments that are both 
local and international. 

3. The international tourist 
event attendees were ar¬ 
riving from included: the 
Netherlands, Suriname, 
and the USA. 

4. The music festival at¬ 
tendees who were tourists 
were more affluent, highly 
educated, stayed in hotels, 
and demonstrated the in¬ 
terest to consume not only 
the music festival as an 
experiential good but also 


the experience of the SIDS 
themselves. 

5. Comparison between 
the music festival interna¬ 
tional tourist event attend¬ 
ee and the typical tourist to 
the destinations revealed 
that neither of these market 
segments spend their mon¬ 
ey on tours and shopping 
as a primary or secondary 
consumption activity. 

6. The music festival inter¬ 
national tourist possessed 
more favorable demo¬ 
graphic profiles and char¬ 
acteristics than that of the 
typical tourist in that they 
were much more educat¬ 
ed, made more money, 
spent more money while 
on the island, and stayed in 
the local hotels. 

7. The overall marketing, 
advertising, and promo¬ 
tional efforts used to gen¬ 
erate tourist arrivals to SIDS 
may not be effectively 
reaching the appropriate 
potential tourists that would 



Travel Tips 


£ ier&pu&rto InEemadonal 
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1 . When checking in, you will always need your valid passport, along with your ticket, 
e-ticket receipt or e-ticket confirmation. For some countries a Visa is also required. 

2. For all US -bou nd d e pa rtu res, check- in th ree hou rs before you r sth edul ed departure 
time. 

J. For all US-bound flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the 
left side of building; follow the signs and head towards local immigrations* main 
security screening* shopping area and the departure gates. Aruba Airport provides 
full US Pre-Clearance service. 

4. For all Non US departures* check-In may vary between airlines and destinations* 
always consul! you raid inn for more Information. Being at the airport 3 hours before 
your departure flight is always safe. 

5. For all Non US flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the right 
side of building; follow the signs and head towards Local immigrations, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates, 

6. If traveling with a carry-on* there are restrictions on liquids, gels and aerosols you 
can carry in your carry-on luggage- Always check with your airline on limitations. 

7 . Always check the weight IImit of your baggagei excess weight may result In penalty 
fees. 

S. Always label your bag s and su ilea ses with your na me, ad dress and ph one n umber. 

9. Always leave all carry-on items unlocked while passing through screening points to 
not cause delays if these need to be Inspected. 

10. Avoid wearing big belt buckles, clothing with metal buttons, lots of jewelry etc. 
when traveling. If you have these on, remove all metal items and place these in a 
tray for screening. It is advisable to put all metal Items In your carry-on luggage 
until you dear security,This will help speed up the process. 

11. Remove shoes at checkpoint and place in fray for x-ray machine screening, 

12. All electronic items should he placed in tray outside their case for x ■ ray screen!ng. 

13. Avoid packing foods and beverages in your check-in baggage. When traveling to 
l he US, you have to comply with the rules and regulations of the U.S. Depa rtment of 
Agriculture. More Information htt ps://www.usda.gov/. 

14. If traveling with medication, please pack these in your carry-on luggage in their 
original packaging. 

15. If you medical documentation, present this to the security checkpoint streener to 
inform them. The documentation is not required and will not exempt you from the 
screening process. 

16. Take note of Inadmissible items such as sharp objects, sporting goods, guns and 
firearms, martial arts and self-defense items, tools, explosive materials, flammable 
items, disabling chemicals and other items when traveling. More information 
available on www.airportaruba.com. 


arrive and maximize the 
consumption of the islands’ 
experience. If SIDS tour¬ 
ism marketing, advertising, 
and promotional efforts are 
not reaching the most lu¬ 
crative and viable market 
segments than such efforts 
may be incurring wasted or 
high opportunity costs. 

8. These tourists were inter¬ 
ested and committed to 
experiencing not only the 
festival but also the SID they 
were visiting. This indication 
is supported via the results 
of the economic Input Out¬ 
put (1-0) model. 

9. It was revealed through 
the survey assessment and 
the 1-0 model that not only 
did the international tour¬ 
ist event attendee make 
more money they also 
spent more money while 
visiting the island” (p. 1-5). 

Clearly between these 
two papers, we can con¬ 
firm that a CCI does have 
economic value within 
a community, especially 
when it is connected to the 
Tourism Industry. The suc¬ 
cess of these types of festi¬ 
vals on the island depend 
on more factors than dis¬ 
cussed today, but the role 
of the government, private 


sector, NGOS and commu¬ 
nity remain important in this 
discussion because it will 
determine the economic 
dynamic of the industry 
within the entire economic 
sphere. Studies show that 
these commercialized mu¬ 
sic festivals do bring eco¬ 
nomic gain, now it is the job 
of all stakeholders involved 
to make sure that effective 
strategic plans are there to 
set Aruba apart from other 
SIDSs in the region and to 
avoid losses like the Carib¬ 
bean Sea Jazz Festival. 

Personally, I would like to 
see the CCI within the Inno¬ 
vation Model considering 
the Aruban government's 
aim of innovating and 
creating sustainable de¬ 
velopment and the deep 
linkages the CCI has with 
the other economies. Flav- 
ing an industry policy will 
not help Aruba catalyze 
growth and innovation as is 
desired. 

We can't innovate our 
economies, if we are not 
going to innovate the 
way we make policies, the 
way we interact within the 
economy, the way we are 
used to invest, and the way 
we are used to consume.Q 



Biography - Currently, Thais Franken is a 23-year- 
old Aruban student at the University of Maastricht 
(UM). She is studying a Master of Science in Pub¬ 
lic Policy and Fluman Development in collabo¬ 
ration with the Unites Nations University (UNU). 
Back home, on the beautiful island of Aruba she 
completed her Bachelor of Arts in Organization, 
Governance & Management (OGM) at the Uni¬ 
versity of Aruba (UA). She successfully graduated 
and defended her thesis titled “Placing Culture 
and Creativity at the Fleart of the Aruban Sustain¬ 
able Development” on July 6th 2018. Thais is very 
passionate about topics such as sustainability, in¬ 
novation, culture and creativity. Next to her aca¬ 
demic interests, she enjoys reading, writing, danc¬ 
ing and cooking. 
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• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! • 


We re giving away 
$50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and 
table game players 
every 30 minutes 
from 7pm to midnight! 


T ™ 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Bosktn-Robbins 
BRA CASINO Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
1 Q U || efs WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 

more J Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The AAarket 

Shalom Body & Soul Spo | The Collectables 


” ^ ' . Open daily )Onm fa 4am I i.E. Irausquin Blvrf #47 . 

nnc *ift3 snnn I rrKinnnlhnmhrn mm 


CASINO AND SHOPS 583.5000 I casinaalhambra.com ; 

* | *C+ "4t.55r.-Wf-1 - I 


A ‘COOLinary’ event not to miss out on: 

Renaissance Marketplace presents Fantastic Food Festival 


ORANJESTAD — In case you happen to be 
a foodie there is an event taking place that 
you simply cannot miss. The COOLinary 
Food Festival at Renaissance Marketplace 
offers a variation of delicious food and the 
good thing is that you can try it all. 

The Renaissance Marketplace is filled with 
local flair, the place to experience culture, 
share a cocktail and go beyond the usual. 


From 6 PM on international and national 
dishes are waiting to be chosen by you. 
While you stroll around you may first orien¬ 
tate before making your culinary choice. 
Try different flavors and options to broad¬ 
en your horizon in gastronomy. From 9 PM 
on there will also be live entertainment by 
the popular local band Robert Jeandor 
y su Solo Banda Show. All restaurants lo¬ 
cated in the Renaissance Marketplace of¬ 




fer specials this night. All reasons to reserve this Saturday, 
June 1st to experience the Food Festival. 

For more information: Facebook Renaissance Market- 
placeQ 
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• guaranteed prize of%000! - 

Sl.QQQ prize includes $500 Cash and $500 in Hatch Play. Registration starts at 5pm. each participant is subject to a $10 entry fee, 

J.E, IRAUSQUIN BLVD. 748, ARUBA I EAGLE ADVANTAGE ! (2971 527-9160 I LOCATED AT THE EAGLE ARUBA RESORT & CASINO 


EAGLE ADVANTAGE 


Eaqle flruba 

RESORT & CASINO 


CASINO OPENS AT 10AM 


TOfflBM&MIlinl 

FRIDAY MAY 3,17 & 31 TOURNAMENT TAKES PLACE FROM TPM - 11PM 


A Review of Memorial Day on Eagle Beach 



EAGLE BEACH — On Memorial Day morning in 
2002 four US armed forces veterans, their friends 
and families gathered on Eagle Beach at Cos¬ 
ta Linda. The purpose of the gathering was to 
honor all those who had paid the ultimate sac¬ 
rifice in the service of their country. The simple 
ceremony has since become an annual event 
and has welcomed veterans from all nations to 
take part. 

The organization is pleased to say that since 
that first ceremony participation has indeed in¬ 
creased significantly. From the beginning they 
have attempted to keep the ceremony simple, 
solemn, and apolitical. “We’ve kept it solemn 
for obvious reasons, simple because of the ages 
of some of our vets who might find it difficult to 
stand in the sun too long, and apolitical be¬ 
cause we were/are all visitors in Aruba and un¬ 
derstood that the raising of the American flag 
or the singing or playing of the Stars Spangled 
banner might offend some island residents." 
They also soon realized that the event had at¬ 
tracted veterans from other nations - Holland, 
Aruba, and South Africa to mention a few. So in 
fairness to all, they thought that large national 
banners and anthems would be inappropriate. 
“However, we encourage participants to wear 
any uniforms or national symbols they wish to 
wear.” 

The poem We Stand by the Sea (anonymous) 
was read as a memorial wreath of flowers was 
placed in the surf. There was a reading of a 
verse from The Fallen by R.L. Binyon followed 
by the playing of Taps and the presentation of 
arms by the Detail. The organization is grateful 
to all that were present and the Costa Linda 
Beach Resort for their continuous support. □ 
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SPORTS 



St. Louis Blues’ Robert Bortuzzo 
(41) tangles with Boston Bruins’ 
Joakim Nordstrom (20), of 
Sweden, during the second 
period in Game 2 of the NHL 
hockey Stanley Cup Final, 
Wednesday, May 29, 2019, in 
Boston. 

Associated Press 

Hate builds 
up between 
Blues, Bruins 
in Stanley 
Cup Final 

By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — There was 
blood in Game 2 of the 
Stanley Cup Final. And a 
possible head injury. And 
plenty of fresh bumps and 
bruises. The best-of-seven 
series between the Boston 
Bruins and St. Louis Blues 
has turned decidedly nas¬ 
ty, and it only took two 
games. If that. 

Connor Clifton bloodied 
the Blues’ Tyler Bozak with 
a high stick, Oskar Sun- 
dqvist knocked the Bruins’ 
Matt Grzelcyk out of the 
game by ramming him 
into the glass and Robert 
Bortuzzo slashed Boston’s 
Jake DeBrusk between 
padding on his left arm be¬ 
fore a faceoff, leaving him 
doubled over in pain. For¬ 
mer Blues captain David 
Backes crushed Sammy 
Blais with an open-ice hit 
just two nights after hel¬ 
metless Torey Krug skated 
down the ice and leveled 
the Blues’ Robert Thomas 
with a body check. Thom¬ 
as hasn’t played since. 
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All’s well that ends well for No. 1 Osaka at French Open 



Japan's Naomi Osaka plays a shot against Victoria Azarenka 
of Belarus during their second round match of the French 
Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, 
Thursday, May 30, 2019. 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
PARIS (AP) — Naomi Osaka 
screamed “Oh, my God!” 
after one shanked shot. 
Mouthed something and 
clasped her hands togeth¬ 
er, as if praying, after an¬ 
other. There were plenty of 
deep sighs and exagger¬ 
ated eyerolls, too. 

The No. 1-seeded Osaka 
got off to a terrible start at 
the French Open again, 
never masking her frustra¬ 
tion. After some slip-ups 
near the end, Osaka also 
prevailed again, displaying 
the grit and groundstrokes 
that just won’t let her lose 
during what's become a 
16-match Grand Slam win¬ 
ning streak. 

Osaka trailed by a set and 
a break Thursday against 
former No. 1 Victoria Aza¬ 
renka in the second round 
at Roland Garros, before 
coming all the way back to 
win an entertaining match¬ 
up 4-6, 7-5, 6-3 and prolong 
her bid for a third consecu¬ 
tive major championship. 

“I have this mindset that I 
feel like I can win if it gets 
down to the wire. Like, if I 
have to break a person, I 
feel like I have the ability to 
do that,” Osaka said. “So I 
probably shouldn’t wait un¬ 


til the last minute." 
Probably. 

In the first round, Osaka not 
only dropped the open¬ 
ing set, but did so by a 6-0 
score. 

This time, Osaka ceded 
the first four games against 
Azarenka and was respon¬ 
sible for their match's initial 
seven unforced errors. 


Associated Press 

“Technically, like, she kind 
of killed me in the first set," 
Osaka said, “and I just kept 
trying to find a way to stay 
positive." 

Defending champion Si¬ 
mona Halep required that 
same sort of resolve to get 
through her own test, blow¬ 
ing a big lead in the sec¬ 
ond set and a trio of match 


points before holding on to 
beat 87th-ranked Magda 
Linette 6-4, 5-7, 6-3. 

Halep, who said afterward 
she felt a “little bit sick” and 
plans to “sleep all day to¬ 
morrow," was up a set and 
5-3 in the second before 
dropping four games in a 
row and getting broken 
twice while serving for the 
match. 

Neither Osaka nor Halep 
managed to put on the 
sort of solid performance 
seen from Serena Williams 
— barely bothered dur¬ 
ing a 6-3, 6-2 victory over 
qualifier Kurumi Nara — or 
top-seeded man Novak 
Djokovic, also a straight-set 
winners. 

Azarenka sought to control 
points with deep, attacking 
strokes and by going after 
Osaka’s backhand side. 

“I played very smart. I re¬ 
ally played the right spots,” 
Azarenka said. “I was do¬ 
ing everything that I was 
supposed to do. And, es¬ 
pecially, moving well and 
pushing her back.” 
Azarenka knows a thing or 
two about how to perform 
on the sport's biggest stag¬ 
es: She won two titles at the 
Australian Open, reached 
two finals at the U.S. Open 
and was a semifinalist at 


both Wimbledon and, 
back in 2013, the French 
Open. 

She is currently ranked 
43rd, though, on account 
of missing time over the 
past few seasons while 
pregnant and then dealing 
with a custody issue involv¬ 
ing her son. 

So what, in terms of talent 
and tenacity, could have 
passed for a late-in-the- 
proceedings showdown at 
a major was held, instead, 
in Week 1, with the temper¬ 
ature barely above 60 de¬ 
grees Fahrenheit (15 Cel¬ 
sius) and the occasional 
raindrop. 

When Azarenka sprinted for 
a cross-court forehand win¬ 
ner that closed a 15-stroke 
exchange, she led 4-2 in 
the second set after 77 min¬ 
utes. 

They would play for more 
than IV 2 additional hours, 
and Azarenka certainly 
had opportunities to edge 
even farther ahead, such 
as when she had a break 
point to go up 5-2 and 
serve for the victory but 
netted a forehand. Or the 
three times she was one 
point from leading 5-3 but 
got broken there with her 
second double-fault of the 
gameO 


Cima gets 1st pro win on Stage 18; Carapaz keeps Giro lead 



Italy’s Damiano Cima celebrates after sprinting ahead of Germany’s Pascal Ackermann, left, on 
the finish line to win the 18th stage of the Giro d'ltalia cycling race, from Valdaora to Santa Maria 
di Sala, Thursday, May 30, 2019. 


SANTA MARIA DI SALA, Italy 
(AP) — Damiano Cima of 
Italy earned his first profes¬ 
sional victory by winning 
the 18th stage of the Giro 
d'ltalia on Thursday, and 
Ecuadorian cyclist Richard 
Carapaz remained in the 
overall lead. 

Cima, who rides for Nippo- 
Vini Fantini-Faizane, had 
been part of a three-man 
breakaway which was 
caught by the peloton 
in the final meters of the 
mainly downhill, 222-kilo¬ 
meter (138-mile) route from 
Valdaora to Santa Maria di 
Sala. 

However, the 25-year-old 
Cima held on in the bunch 
sprint to get his team’s first 
ever Giro victory, in his first 
Grand Tour. 

“I can’t believe what just 
happened,” Cima said. 
“I’ve spent so many kilome¬ 


ters in breakaways during 
this Giro. I thought I'd never 
make it but I’ve won today. 
It’s insane. It's the dream of 
a lifetime.” 

Pascal Ackermann was 


second, with Simone Con- 
sonni third. Ackermann, 
who was bidding for a 
third stage victory in this 
year’s race, hit his handle¬ 
bars in frustration as he was 
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pipped to the line by Cima. 
“For sure I’m a little dis¬ 
appointed I did not win,” 
Ackermann said. “If you 
saw how the breakaway 
went, for sure he’s a lucky 


winner today. He was the 
strongest today. They were 
fighting really hard against 
our team when they were 
pulling.” 

Carapaz remained 1 min¬ 
ute, 54 seconds ahead of 
Vincenzo Nibali and 2:16 
ahead of Primoz Roglic of 
Slovenia. 

“It's been a quiet stage but 
a long one, intense at the 
beginning only,” said Cara¬ 
paz, who rides for Movistar. 
“I’ve had a good support 
from my team again. To¬ 
morrow will be an impor¬ 
tant test but I’m confident 
to keep the Maglia Rosa." 
The Giro heads back into 
the mountains for Friday’s 
19th stage, a 151-kilometer 
route from Treviso, with an 
uphill finish to San Martino 
di Castrozza. 

The three-week race finish¬ 
es in Verona on SundayO 
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Hate builds up between Blues, Bruins in Stanley Cup Final 



Boston Bruins’ Torey Krug, top, checks St. Louis Blues' Robert 
Thomas to the ice during the third period in Game 1 of the NHL 
hockey Stanley Cup Final, Monday, May 27, 2019, in Boston. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 17 

The NHL has consistently 
emphasized skill and speed 
of late but sometimes you 
can steamroll your way to 
a playoff victory, which the 
Blues did 3-2 in overtime 
Wednesday night to tie the 
series at a game apiece. 
The league still sells hatred, 
and it didn't take long for 
that to build up between 
these heavy-hitting teams. 
“They’re aggressive, 

they're big, they hit well 
and we’re a big team and 
we hit, so there's going to 
be a lot of chirping, a lot 
of hitting going, a lot of 
scrums,” St. Louis forward 
Patrick Maroon said. 

At the moment, it is ad¬ 
vantage St. Louis. The Blues 
outhustled the Bruins and 
delivered more blows in 
grabbing home-ice ad¬ 
vantage with Game 3 
coming up Saturday night 
in St. Louis. 

“I think we’ve been doing 
that all playoffs, no? It’s 
just our style,” Sundqvist 
said. “That's how we play 
and when we do it, we're 
good, we're winning pucks 
back and we're creating 
offense. That’s part of our 
game.” 

Knowing that, Backes said 
the Bruins want to “match 
physicality, stare them 
in the eyes and go right 
through it when they're 
trying to amp that up and 
have an answer at times 
when we have the op¬ 
portunity to be physical on 
their guys.” 

St. Louis was credited with 
49 hits in a game filled 
with aches and pains. 
Sundqvist's hit on Grzelcyk 
drew a boarding penalty 
and the Boston defense- 
man needed help to get 
off the ice. Blais and Jaden 
Schwartz also each ran 
into goaltender Tuukka 
Rask and both were whis¬ 
tled for interference. 

“We can’t let them push 
us around,” Bruins defense- 
man Brandon Carlo said. 
“We can’f retaliafe offer 
the whistle. They were right 
on top of us. We kind of felt 
like whenever we turned 
around to move up the 
ice, they were right there, 
doing a good job with their 
sticks and playing a little 


bit more physical than we 
were.” 

The Bruins weren’t shrinking 
violets, though. Featuring a 
blue line with four players 
6 feet tall or shorter, Char¬ 
lie McAvoy was throwing 
the body like someone 
not afraid fo hit above his 
weight class. 

The hits continued to take 
their toll. The Blues were al¬ 
ready without Thomas and 
defenseman Vince Dunn, 
and top-line winger Vladi¬ 
mir Tarasenko missed a big 
chunk of the second pe¬ 
riod. Bozak went down the 
tunnel to close the stick-in¬ 
duced cut on his face buf 
returned not long after. 
Bozak was no worse for the 
wear. Just part of the cost 
of doing business. 

The same couldn’f be said 
for Grzelcyk, who went to 


a hospital for tests. Boston, 
down to five defenseman, 
appeared to tire late. 

“It's a long series,” Blues 


defenseman Colton Paryko 
said. “Obviously they went 
down a D-man and when 
you have five D-men and 


you continue to press and 
press and press, it’s hard for 
the D-men. I thought we 
did a good job of continu¬ 
ing to do that. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins 
and Chicago Blackhawks 
sped their way to the Stan¬ 
ley Cup in recent years. 
The Blues are looking to fol¬ 
low in the heavy tracks of 
fhe champion Los Ange¬ 
les Kings and Washington 
Capitals, who pounded 
their opponents on the way 
to the title. 

After earning the first play¬ 
off victory in franchise his¬ 
tory by fuming the Bruins 
black and blue, the Blues 
found a recipe that could 
lead to the first champion¬ 
ship. 

“We’ve just got to contin¬ 
ue hitting,” Maroon said. 
“That’s our team.'O 
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Moore’s 65 leads by 1 at Memorial as Woods rallies for 70 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

DUBLIN, Ohio (AP) — Tiger 
Woods got off to a slower 
start than he would have 
liked Thursday at the Me¬ 
morial. 

That had more do with a 
stopwatch than a score- 
card. 

Ryan Moore opened with 
five birdies in seven holes 
and never missed a fairway 
after the first one, posting a 
7-under 65 for his best start 
in his 14th appearance at 
Muirfield Village. He was 
one shot ahead of Jordan 
Spieth, who chipped in for 
birdie, chipped in for par 
and holed a 35-foot eagle 
putt. 

Woods made a pair of late 
birdies to salvage a 70 in 
his first round since missing 
the cut at the PGA Cham¬ 
pionship. He played his 
back nine in a foursome 
with Bryson DeChambeau, 
Justin Rose and a rules of¬ 
ficial in a cart timing them 
because they were so far 
out of position. 

“We were on the clock 
most of the back nine,” 
Woods said. “That made 
things a little more compli¬ 
cated.” 

Getting caught up wasn't 
easy with various tee shots 
in water hazards, though 
it was obvious how far be¬ 
hind they were. Spieth, Rory 
Mcllroy and Justin Thomas 
were in the group ahead 
of them, and Mcllroy hit his 
tee shot on the par-4 sec¬ 
ond into a backyard. With 
no official nearby, he had 
to walk 300 yards back to 
the tee to hit again. That 
took time. Still, walking 
off the fourth green, the 
group of Woods, DeCham¬ 
beau and Rose still had not 
reached the third tee. 
DeChambeau, who con¬ 
siders such variables as 
air density and elevation 
change in his pre-shot 
routine, went over his al¬ 
lotted time on No. 5 and 
was given a warning for a 
bad time. He made birdie, 
took double bogey from a 
fairway bunker on the next 
hole and began his title de¬ 
fense with a 74. 

He was frustrated by being 
on the clock, and by not 
getting through to the PGA 
Tour on how to measure 


pace of play. “The fime fo 
hurry is in between shots. 
It's not the shot,” DeCham¬ 
beau said. “It's timing how 


people walk. You have to 
add that to the equation. If 
you’ve got someone walk¬ 
ing slow, they get up to the 
shot, take their 20 seconds. 
What's the aggregate time 
for fhem fo hit that shot in 
between shots? That's real¬ 
ly what matters. That's what 
I believe. The total time it 
took me — if you were fo 
fake my process and walk¬ 
ing time — is the exact time 
as everyone else.” 

Golf sfill is measured by 
score, and Moore had the 


lowest on a rain-softened 
Muirfield Village. Only fwo 
of his seven birdies were 
longer than 10 feet, and the 


only time he came close to 
a bogey was on his open¬ 
ing hole, where he saved 
par with a 6-foot putt. 

He was among 22 players 
who broke 70, and only 44 
players broke par despite 
the soft conditions. Phil 
Mickelson, using two drivers 
this week to go after longer 
tee shots on a half-dozen 
holes, opened with a 70. 
Spieth looked as though he 
couldn’t miss for fhe lon¬ 
gest time. On his second 
hole, the par-5 11th, his 


wedge came up so short 
on a soft green that it spun 
off the front. He chipped 
in from 50 feef for birdie. 


Another chip from thick 
rough caught the slope on 
the back of the par-5 15th 
green and rolled down to 3 
feet for a birdie. 

He went out in 32, made an 
8-foot birdie putt on No. 3 
and then had consecutive 
holes that illustrated how 
his round was going. 

On the par-3 fourth, his tee 
shot was buried in the slope 
of a mound above the 
bunker. With his feet well 
below the ball, he hooked 
it out onto and across the 


green into more rough, and 
then chipped in for par. On 
the par-5 fifth, his hybrid 
caught the right side of the 
green and he rolled in the 
long eagle putt. 

Spieth took only 22 putts for 
the round. 

And then his luck ran 
out with a tee shot that 
plugged into the sand left 
of the green on the par-3 
eighth, leaving him two op¬ 
tions: go at the pin and run 
off the green into rough, 
or aim away from the flag 
and leave a 60-foot putt 
for par. He chose the lat¬ 
ter and came inches within 
making it. 

“Sooner or later, it was go¬ 
ing bite me,” Spieth said 
with a smile. 

Even so, he had no com¬ 
plaints. 

“Six under around Muirfield 
I'd fake any day of the 
week, no matter what form 
you're coming info if with," 
he said. 

“I felt like I hit more fairways 
today, gave me some 
more opportunities, and 
the putter stayed hot.” 
Thomas, in his first tourna¬ 
ment since the Masters be¬ 
cause of a bone bruise in 
his right wrist, showed plen¬ 
ty of rust in his round of 71. 
Mcllroy had a 75 with two 
double bogeys, both from 
tee shots either lost (No. 15) 
or out-of-bounds (No. 2). 
Anirban Lahiri, Marc Leish- 
man and Marfin Kaymer 
were at 67. 

Woods made birdies on all 
but one of the par 5s. His 
regret was a few loose iron 
shots that led to bogey, es¬ 
pecially on the 13th when 
he hit 9-iron from the fair¬ 
way info a bunker fhaf led 
to a careless bogey. But he 
finished strong — eventu¬ 
ally — and while 10 players 
from his side of the draw 
broke 70, he wasn’t too far 
behind. 

At least on the leader- 
board. 

“That was frustrating, be¬ 
cause the last eight holes 
we were on the clock," 
Woods said. 

“The group ahead of us 
... JT doesn’t take a lot of 
time, Rory plays quick and 
Jordan was 7 under. So 
they were obviously play¬ 
ing fast. And we were obvi¬ 
ously not.’O 



Ryan Moore smiles at his caddie on the 18th hole during the first round of the Memorial golf 
tournament Thursday, May 30, 2019, in Dublin, Ohio. 

Associated Press 
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Santana’s 3 hits, 5 RBIs power 
Indians past Red Sox 14-9 


By The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Carlos 
Santana homered and hit 
Cleveland’s first triple of the 
season, Greg Allen added 
a pair of three-baggers 
and the Indians pounded 
out a season-high 18 hits 
in a 14-9 win over the Bos¬ 
ton Red Sox on Wednes¬ 
day night. Santana, who 
finished a single shy of the 
cycle, was 3 for 4 with five 
RBIs as Cleveland matched 
its season best for runs. 

Jose Ramirez had two dou¬ 
bles and two RBIs. Allen and 
Kevin Plawecki also drove 
in two runs apiece for the 
Indians, who won two of 
three against the World Se¬ 
ries champions in Boston. 
The Indians, shut out over 
the first seven innings Tues¬ 
day night before rallying 
with seven runs over the last 
two for a 7-5 win, scored at 
least once in each of the 
first seven innings Wednes¬ 
day. Mookie Betts, Jackie 
Bradley Jr., Andrew Ben- 
intendi and Xander Bo- 
gaerts homered for Boston. 
The Red Sox scored three 
in the eighth, two on Bo- 
gaerts’ 10th home run of 
the season, to pull to 14-9 
and loaded the bases with 
one out in the ninth before 
the Indians called on Brad 
Hand to close it out for his 
15th save. 

Shane Bieber (4-2) got the 
win despite allowing six runs 
and eight hits in five innings. 
He struck out six. 

ANGELS 12, ATHLETICS 7, 11 
INNINGS 

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 

Gold Glove first baseman 
Matt Olson made a rare 
throwing error in the 11 th in¬ 
ning to allow the go-ahead 
run to score and Los Ange¬ 
les beat Oakland and sent 
the Athletics to their sec¬ 
ond straight loss after a 10- 
game winning streak. 

Mike Trout was rested a day 
after fouling a ball off the 
top of his right foot. 

Noe Ramirez (2-0) retired six 
batters to win. Cesar Puello 
had three hits, including his 
first career home run, and 
drove in four runs. 

Puello was hit by a pitch 
from Lou Trivino (2-1) lead¬ 
ing off the 11 th and moved 
to second on a wild pitch. 


After Brian Goodwin 
walked, Luis Rengifo at¬ 
tempted to sacrifice both 
runners over. Olson at¬ 
tempted to field the bunt 
barehanded and bobbled 
the ball briefly before his 
throw to first sailed wide 
and into foul territory near 
the Angels bullpen. 

Tommy LaStella singled 
three times and Jared 
Walsh had two hits and an 
RBI for the Angels. Shohei 
Ohtani singled, walked 
twice and scored once. 
Olson, Mark Canha and 
Marcus Semien homered 
for Oakland. 

YANKEES 7, PADRES 0 
NEW YORK (AP) — DJ LeMa- 
hieu and Luke Voit jolted 
rookie Chris Paddack with 
instant home runs, James 
Paxton pitched four hitless 
innings in his return from the 
injured list and New York 
beat San Diego. 

Gio Urshela also connected 
off Paddack, Gleyber Torres 
hit a late homer and Voit 
added his first big league 
triple as the Yankees won 
their eighth straight series. 
San Diego didn’t get a hit 
until the sixth when Wil My¬ 
ers’ blooper bounced out 
of LeMahieu’s glove as he 
drifted out from second 
base. Paddack (4-3) was 
pulled after five innings 
trailing 4-0. 

Jonathan Holder (4-2) 
worked two innings and 
earned the win as the Yan¬ 
kees used five pitchers to 
complete the four-hitter. 
CUBS 2, ASTROS 1 
HOUSTON (AP) — Kyle Hen¬ 
dricks pitched eight strong 
innings, Kyle Schwarber 
homered for the second 
straight game and Kris Bry¬ 
ant added a solo shot in his 
return to the lineup to help 
Chicago avoid a sweep 
with a win over Houston. 
The game included a scary 
and jarring moment when 
a young fan was hit by a 
foul line drive off the bat 
of Albert Almora Jr. in the 
fourth inning. The Astros did 
not provide an immediate 
update on the girl’s condi¬ 
tion, though a photo taken 
by The Associated Press ap¬ 
peared to show her con¬ 
scious and crying as she 
was quickly whisked away 


and nearby fans looked on. 
Almora, the Cubs' center 
fielder, and other players 
from both teams were visi¬ 
bly shaken up by the scene. 
Hendricks (5-4) allowed four 
hits and one run with sev¬ 
en strikeouts for his fourth 
straight win. Steve Cishek 
worked a perfect ninth for 
his fifth save. 

Wade Miley (5-3) worked 
seven innings, allowing six 
hits and two earned runs 
with nine strikeouts. 

RANGERS 8, MARINERS 7 
SEATTLE (AP) — Nomar Maz- 
ara and Asdrubal Cabrera 
hit consecutive doubles in 
the ninth inning, lifting Texas 
over Seattle. 

The Rangers capitalized 
on three errors and a wild 
pitch by relief pitchers in 
the sixth inning, leading to 
one of four lead chang¬ 
es. Shin-Soo Choo then 
hit a two-run single in the 
eighth to tie it at 7 in an 
unexpected pinch-hit ap¬ 
pearance to set up Texas’ 
ninth-inning rally. Texas 
scored three runs in the 
first against Wade LeBlanc, 
but LeBlanc settled in and 
worked through the fifth in¬ 
ning, leaving with Seattle 
down 3-O.Things went very 
wrong when LeBlanc was 
replaced. 

Jesse Biddle struck out the 
first batter he faced, but 
then flubbed Mazara’s 
comebacker for one error 
and threw the ball away for 
another, allowing Mazara 
to reach second. Mazara 
got to third on a wild pitch 
while Biddle walked Ca¬ 
brera, setting up Rougned 
Odor's RBI single and Ron¬ 
ald Guzman's sacrifice fly 
for a 5-4 Rangers lead. Aus¬ 
tin Adams relieved Biddle, 
threw wildly to first on a 
pickoff attempt but evad¬ 
ed further damage by strik¬ 
ing out Jeff Mathis. 

Haniger rallied the Mariners 
again with a sixth-inning 
home run to make it 7-5. 
The bullpen couldn’t hold 
that lead, either. Maz¬ 
ara singled to lead off the 
eighth and Odor walked 
before Choo's two-run sin¬ 
gle tied it. Mazara and Ca¬ 
brera doubled off Anthony 
Bass (0-1) for the lead, and 
Shawn Kelley picked up his 
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Cleveland Indians Carlos Santana hits a solo home run during 
the fourth inning of the team’s baseball game against the Boston 
Red Sox, Wednesday, May 29, 2019, in Boston. 


sixth save. 

TIGERS 4, ORIOLES 2 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Bran¬ 
don Dixon hit a tiebreaking 
two-run homer in the ninth 
inning to lead Detroit past 
Baltimore. 

The Tigers took two of the 
three games and won their 
first road series since April 
1 -3 against the Yankees. 
Orioles reliever Mychal Giv¬ 
ens allowed a solo homer 
to John Hicks that tied the 
game 2-2 in the eighth. 

Nick Ramirez (1-0) didn't al¬ 
low a hit over three innings 
of relief. Shane Greene 
gave up a two-out double 
to Stevie Wilkerson in the 
ninth but still picked up his 
18th save. 

Keon Broxton got his sec¬ 
ond homer for Baltimore. 
Rookie left-hander John 
Means allowed one run 
and three hits with a sea- 
son-high seven strikeouts 
and no walks over six in¬ 
nings for the Orioles, who 
have lost 13 of 16. 

RAYS 4, BLUE JAYS 3, 11 IN¬ 
NINGS 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) — 

Willy Adames delivered a 
long single against a five- 
man infield in the 11th in¬ 
ning, driving in the winning 
run as Tampa Bay beat To¬ 
ronto. 

Adames' hit came off Justin 
Shafrer (0-1), who walked 
two and allowed a single 
by Avisail Garcia. With one 
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out and the infield jammed 
with fielders, Adames drove 
a ball to deep center field. 
Diego Castillo (1-3) got the 
win after pitching the 11th 
for the Rays, who have won 
five straight. The Blue Jays 
have lost seven of eight. To¬ 
ronto had 12 hits, but went 
2 for 16 with men in scoring 
position. Toronto had had 
four hits off Blake Snell’s first 
10 pitches of the game, in¬ 
cluding a two-run homer 
by Lourdes Gurriel Jr. 

The game drew a crowd of 
6,166, 380 more than Tues¬ 
day night's crowd of 5,786, 
the smallest in franchise his¬ 
tory. 

WHITE SOX 8, ROYALS 7 
CHICAGO (AP) — Six in¬ 
nings after being beaned 
with a pitch from Kansas 
City starter Glenn Spark¬ 
man, Tim Anderson dou¬ 
bled in the go-ahead run in 
the eighth, lifting Chicago 
over Kansas City. 

Jose Abreu hit a three-run 
homer, Yoan Moncada 
also connected and the 
White Sox swept a three- 
game series for the first time 
this season. 

Jorge Soler homered and 
drove in three runs for Kan¬ 
sas City. Kelvin Herrera (2-3) 
got the win despite giving 
up two runs and Alex Colo- 
me got the final three outs 
for his 11th save. 

Ian Kennedy (0-2) took the 
lossO 
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Dodgers rally for 4 in 9th against Dfaz to defeat Mets 9-8 


By The Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Cody 
Bellinger hit a tying double 
in the ninth inning and Los 
Angeles scored four runs off 
All-Star closer Edwin Diaz to 
rally past New York. 

Joe Pederson and Max 
Muncy opened the bot¬ 
tom of the ninth with con¬ 
secutive homers off Dfaz 
(1-3), who was pitching for 
the fourth time in five days. 
Justin Turner doubled and 
scored on Bellinger’s dou¬ 
ble. 

With the bases loaded 
and still nobody out, Alex 
Verdugo’s sacrifice fly eas¬ 
ily scored Bellinger with the 
winning run. 

Pete Alonso hit a pair of 
two-run homers to back 
starter Noah Syndergaard, 
and the Mets built an 8-3 
lead in the seventh follow¬ 
ing back-to-back hom¬ 
ers by Amed Rosario and 
Dominic Smith. But they 
squandered an excellent 
chance to add more, and 
New York’s shaky bullpen 
gave up six runs while man¬ 
aging only seven outs the 
rest of the way. 

Scott Alexander (3-1) 
worked a hitless inning for 
the win. Corey Seager hom- 
ered and had three hits for 
the NL-leading Dodgers, 
who have won 11 of 14. 
Turner and Matt Beaty also 
got three hits apiece. 

With 19 homers, Alonso 
matched the major league 
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Los Angeles Dodgers' Alex Verdugo, third from left with helmet, is mobbed by teammates after 
driving in the game-winning run with a sacrifice fly ball during the ninth inning of a baseball game 
against the New York Mets Wednesday, May 29, 2019, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


rookie mark for most before 
June 1 set by Mark McG¬ 
wire in 1987. 

PHILLIES 11, CARDINALS 4 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Bryce 
Harper hit his 10th homer, 
his 200th career double and 
drove in four before fouling 
a ball off his foot and exit¬ 
ing in the fifth inning, and 
Philadelphia beat St. Louis. 
The hot-hitting Harper 
drove a two-run homer in 
the third and followed an 
inning later with a two-run 
hustle double. He had three 
hits when he left the game 


with the Phillies ahead by 
10 runs. 

Aaron Nola (6-0) struck out 
eight over seven innings. 
Scott Kingery and Maikel 
Franco hit back-to-back 
homers in the fifth, and An¬ 
drew McCutchen hit a two- 
run shot two batters later to 
blow the game open. 

Matt Weiters homered for 
St. Louis. Genesis Cabrera 
took the loss, working 3 2/3 
innings, allowing five hits, 
five runs (three earned) 
and two walks while striking 
out five. 


PIRATES 7, REDS 2 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Josh 
Bell tied Pittsburgh’s record 
with his 12th homer in May, 
and the Pirates stopped 
Derek Dietrich’s home run 
spree in beating Cincin¬ 
nati for a split of the teams’ 
four-game series. 

Bell’s three-run homer tied 
Jason Bay’s mark from May 
2006. His 23rd extra-base hit 
in May left him one shy of 
Paul Waner's club record 
for any month. He had 
three hits, raising his aver¬ 
age to .345 with 18 homers 


overall. 

Colin Moran also had a 
three-run shot off Anthony 
DeSclafani (2-3), who has 
given up seven homers in 
his last three starts. 
Left-hander Steven Brault 
(2-1) fanned Dietrich twice 
during his latest shutdown 
performance against the 
Reds. Brault is 4-0 career 
against Cincinnati with a 
1.03 ERA and a scoreless 
streak of 19 2/3 innings. 
Brault allowed three singles 
and struck out five in 5 1/3 
innings of his third start. 
NATIONALS 14, BRAVES 4 
ATLANTA (AP) — Anibal 
Sanchez allowed one hit in 
six scoreless innings, Howie 
Kendrick hit a three-run 
double and Washington 
withstood a grand slam by 
rookie Austin Riley to beat 
Atlanta. 

Sanchez (1-6) returned to 
Atlanta, where he thrived in 
2018, to earn his first win of 
the season. He was perfect 
through 5 1/3 innings and 
allowed one hit and one 
walk with seven strikeouts. 
Juan Soto and Matt Adams 
homered for Washington, 
which swept the two-game 
series and ended Atlanta's 
streak of five straight se¬ 
ries victories. The Nationals 
have won five of six. 

Kevin Gausman (2-4) gave 
up eight runs, matching his 
career high, on eight hits 
and two walks while re¬ 
cording only three outsO 



A young child is carried from the stands after being injured by 
a foul ball off the bat of Chicago Cubs' Albert Almora Jr. during 
the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Houston Astros 
Wednesday, May 29, 2019, in Houston. 

Associated Press 


MLB to keep monitoring netting issue 
after child is hit 


By KRISTIE RIEKEN 
AP Sports Writer 
HOUSTON (AP) — Major 
League Baseball said Thurs¬ 
day it will keep examining 
its policy on protective net¬ 
ting at stadiums a day after 
a young fan was struck by 
a foul ball and hospitalized. 
The girl was hit Wednesday 
night during the game be¬ 
tween the Chicago Cubs 
and Houston Astros, an inci¬ 
dent MLB called “extreme¬ 
ly upsetting.” 

MLB said in a statement it 
sends its “best wishes to the 
child and family involved.” 
It noted that clubs have 
“significantly expanded 
netting and their inventory 


of protected seats in recent 
years,” and the league will 
continue its “efforts on this 
important issue.” 

Cubs outfielder Albert Al¬ 
mora Jr. hit a line drive in 
the fourth inning into the 
field-level stands down the 
third base line, where it hit 
the girl. 

After the game, the Astros 
said the fan was taken to 
a hospital, but did not dis¬ 
close details on her condi¬ 
tion. The team said Thurs¬ 
day the family has asked 
for privacy and will not pro¬ 
vide updates. 

Like all major league stadi¬ 
ums, Minute Maid Park has 
netting to protect fans near 


the field from foul balls. On 
the third base side in Hous¬ 
ton, it extends to the end of 
the visiting team's dugout. 
The girl was sitting in what 
looked to be the third or 
fourth row about 10 feet 
past where the netting 
ends. 

Almora was asked if he 
thinks the netting should be 
expanded. 

Following recommenda¬ 
tions from MLB, by the 
start of the 2018 season all 
30 teams had expanded 
their protective netting to 
at least the far ends of the 
dugouts after several fans 
were injured by foul balls in 
20170 














In this Feb. 15, 2018, file photo, Finland goalie Noora Raty 
watches the action during a preliminary round women’s hockey 
game against Russia at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Gangneung, 
South Korea. 

Associated Press 

NWHL cancels 
expansion plans, open 
to talk of new league 


By The Associated Press 

The National Women's 
Hockey League is cancel¬ 
ing plans to add a pair of 
Canadian teams for the 
2019-20 season for now 
and making clear it is open 
to doing what's best for 
women’s hockey. 

Even if that means a new 
league. 

The NWHL made clear in 
a post on its website Thurs¬ 
day titled “We’ll Always Do 
What's Best for the Game" 
that league officials would 
be happy to talk. 

“If any individuals or groups 
come forward and declare 
they are ready to start and 
invest in a new league 
where women can receive 
a substantial full-time salary 
and medical insurance, we 
would be ecstatic to have 
a conversation about a 
partnership or passing the 
torch,” the league wrote. 
More than 200 of the 
world’s top female play¬ 
ers announced May 2 
that they will not play pro¬ 
fessional hockey in North 
America at all this year in a 
bold attempt to establish a 
single, economically viable 
professional league. They 
also formed a new Profes¬ 
sional Women’s Hockey 
Players Association earlier 
this month. 

The NWHL says the next 
season will start in October 
with five returning teams in 
the Boston Pride, Connecti¬ 
cut Whale, Buffalo Beauts, 
Metropolitan Riveters and 


Minnesota Whitecaps. The 
league says whether more 
teams are added for this 
season will remain an op¬ 
tion for a few more weeks. 
Kim Pegula and Pegula 
Sports gave back owner¬ 
ship of the Beauts to the 
NWHL earlier this month. 
The NWHL announced last 
week increased salaries 
and a 50-50 split of spon¬ 
sor-related revenues and 
improved benefits in an 
agreement reached with 
its players’ union. 

Once the Canadian Wom¬ 
en’s Hockey League an¬ 
nounced it would be ceas¬ 
ing operations May 1 due 
to financial issues, NWHL 
Commissioner Dani Rylan 
told The Associated Press 
in April that the league's 
board had approved an 
investment plan to estab¬ 
lish teams in Toronto and 
Montreal. 

On Thursday, the NWHL 
says whether more teams 
will be added this season 
remains an “open-ended 
question” for a few more 
weeks. 

“To expand properly, as we 
did in Minnesota, time, co¬ 
operation and preparation 
is required," according to 
the NWHL post. “We would 
love to have more teams 
in 2019-20 and will make it 
happen if there is a spirit of 
partnership from all sides. 
Unless there is a change of 
heart soon, we will revisit 
expansion for the 2020-21 
season.” □ 
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British boxer Anthony Joshua, left, and Andy Ruiz pose for photographers during a press 
conference ahead of their heavyweight bout, Thursday, May 30, 2019, in New York. Joshua 
will defend his WBA, WBO and IBF heavyweight titles. 

Associated Press 

30-1 odds on Ruiz 


against Joshua say it all 


By BARRY WILNER 

AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

odds of 30-1 say it all. 
Andy Ruiz barely was on 
anyone's heavyweight 
radar when he was sum¬ 
moned as a replacement 
to fight champion Antho¬ 
ny Joshua. On Saturday, 
massive underdog Ruiz 
promises he could be the 
next Buster Douglas. 

“I’ve been an under¬ 
dog all my life," Ruiz said 
Thursday in the final news 
conference before fhe 
fight that will be four-belt 
champion Joshua's Madi¬ 
son Square Garden debut 
and is close to attracting a 
sellout crowd. “The body 
shape I have and the way 
I look, maybe, but once I 
get into the ring ...” 

He will take a 32-1 mark 
with 21 knockouts into the 
ring, and that’s nothing 
to scoff at. Except that 
his range of opponents 
hasn't been stellar, and 
in Ruiz's biggest bout thus 
far, he lost a very close 
decision to Joseph Parker 
for the WBO crown that 
Joshua now owns. 

He’s also stepping in after 
fighting on April 20, when 
he stopped Alexander 
Dimitrenko. Jarrell Miller’s 
failed drug fests sent the 
trash-talking New Yorker 
to the sidelines. 

Still, Douglas pulled off 


one of the great upsets 
in sports history when he 
knocked out Mike Tyson 
in 1990. When Douglas' 
name was mentioned to 
Ruiz, he smiled. 

“If he looks past me,” Ruiz 
said of Joshua (22-0, 21 
KOs), “I think he should be 
focused on this fight first.” 
Joshua is. Sort of. He 
claimed the overview of 
the heavyweight division, 
particularly unifying all 
the titles, remains on his 
mind. But not ahead of his 
American debut Saturday 
night in the fight for the 
WBA, IBF, WBO and IBO 
belts that will be streamed 
on DAZN. 

“I’ve been practicing and 
am prepared for June 1," 
the champion from Eng¬ 
land said. “But I cannot 
not look at the bigger pic¬ 
ture. I am not looking past 
him, but I know if I beat this 
guy what's out there for 
me.” That would be WBC 
champion Deontay Wild¬ 
er at some point, though 
Wilder has a rematch with 
Luis Ortiz on his plate. It 
also could be an all-British 
fight with Tyson Fury, who 
drew with Wilder last year 
and likely would mean a 
huge purse. 

Still, in heavyweight box¬ 
ing, anyone who steps 
into the ring has a punch¬ 
er's chance. Ruiz, whose 
father, a native of Mexi¬ 


co, got him into the gym 
when he was 6 and had 
his son in bouts a year 
later, knows how his life 
would change with a win. 
Boxing, in fact, changed 
his outlook on life. 

“Boxing kept me away 
from big trouble,” he said, 
noting he hung around 
with the wrong crowd 
and saw friends wind up 
in jail or on drugs in Im¬ 
perial, California. “Then I 
joined the Mexican Olym¬ 
pic team when I was 16, 
and started getting seri¬ 
ous about boxing. 

“When my dad (first) took 
me to the gym, kids were 
beating my butt. I didn’t 
want to go back. I end up 
keep doing it and a few 
months later I ended up 
beating them up.” 

“My hand raised” is what 
he sees. “I don't pre¬ 
dict the knockout, the 
knockout comes when it 
comes. I’ll stay focused 
and humble. Know why 
you're here.” 

He’s here as nothing more 
than an opponent in the 
eyes of many, including, 
obviously, the bookmak¬ 
ers. Joshua, who knows 
Ruiz from the amateur 
ranks, credits him as a 
“top professional," but 
soon after saying that is 
busy talking about po¬ 
tential fights with Fury and 
Wilder.Q 
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Facebook isn’t deleting the fake Pelosi video. Should it? 



In this May 24,2019, file photo speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., pauses during a panel 
discussion at Delaware County Community College in Media, Pa. 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

When a doctored video of 
House Speaker Nancy Pe¬ 
losi — one altered to show 
the Democratic leader 
slurring her words — be¬ 
gan making the rounds 
on Facebook last week, 
the social network didn’t 
take it down. Instead, it 
“downranked” the video, 
a behind-the-scenes move 
intended to limit its spread. 
That outraged some peo¬ 
ple who believe Facebook 
should do more to clamp 
down on misinformation. 
Pelosi derided Facebook 
Wednesday for not tak¬ 
ing down the video even 
though it knows it is false. 
But the company and 
some civil libertarians warn 
that Facebook could 
evolve into an unaccount¬ 
able censor if it’s forced to 
make judgment calls on 
the veracity of text, photos 
or videos. 

Facebook has long resist¬ 
ed making declarations 
about the truthfulness of 
posts that could open it up 
to charges of censorship or 
political bias. It manages 
to get itself in enough trou¬ 
ble simply trying to enforce 
more basic rules in difficult 
cases, such as the time a 
straightforward applica¬ 
tion of its ban on nudity led 
it to remove an iconic Viet¬ 
nam War photo of a naked 
girl fleeing a napalm at¬ 
tack. (It backed down af¬ 
ter criticism from the prime 
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minister of Norway, among 
others.) 

But staying out of the line of 
fire is harder than it used to 
be, given Facebook's size, 
reach and impact on glob¬ 
al society. The social net¬ 
work can’t help but run into 
controversy given its 2.4 bil¬ 
lion users and the sorts of 
decisions it must make dai¬ 
ly— everything from which 
posts and links it highlights 
in your news feed to decid¬ 
ing what counts as hate 
speech to banning con¬ 
troversial figures or leaving 
them be. 

Facebook has another in¬ 
centive to keep its head 
down. The deeper it gets 
into editorial decisions, the 
more it looks like a pub¬ 
lisher, which could tempt 
legislators to limit the li¬ 
ability shield it currently 
enjoys under federal law. 
In addition, making judg¬ 
ments about truth and fal¬ 
sity could quickly become 
one of the world’s biggest 
headaches. 

For instance. Republican 
politicians and other con¬ 
servatives, from President 
Donald Trump to Fox News 
personalities, have been 
trumpeting the charge that 
Facebook is biased against 


conservatives. That’s a 
“false narrative," said Siva 
Vaidhyanathan, director 
of the Center for Media 
and Citizenship at the Uni¬ 
versity of Virginia. But as a 
result, he said, “any effort 
to clean up Facebook now 
would spark tremendous 
fury.” 

Twitter hasn't removed the 
doctored Pelosi video, ei¬ 
ther, and declined com¬ 
ment on its handling of 
it. But YouTube yanked it 
down, pointing to commu¬ 
nity guidelines that prohibit 
spam, deceptive practices 
and scams. Facebook has 
a similar policy that prohib¬ 
its the use of “misleading 
and inaccurate” informa¬ 
tion to gain likes, followers 
or shares, although it ap¬ 
parently decided not to 
apply it in this case. 

None of these compa¬ 
nies explicitly prohibit false 
news, although Facebook 
notes that it “significantly” 
reduces the distribution of 
such posts by pushing them 
lower in user news feeds. 
The problem is that such 
downranking doesn't quite 
work, Vaidhyanathan said. 
As of Wednesday, the vid¬ 
eo shared on Facebook by 
the group Politics Watch- 


Associated Press 

dog had been viewed 
nearly 3 million times and 
shared more than 48,000 
times. By contrast, other 
videos posted by this group 
in the past haven’t had 
more than a few thousand 
views apiece. 

Further complicating mat¬ 
ters is the fact that Face- 
book is starting to de-em- 
phasize the news feed itself. 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg has 
outlined a broad strategy 
that will emphasize private 
messaging over public 
sharing on Facebook. And 
Facebook groups, many of 
which are private, aren’t 
subject to downranking, 
Vaidhyanathan said. 
Facebook didn't respond 
to emailed questions about 
its policies and whether it is 
considering changes that 
would allow it to remove 
similar videos in the future. 
In an interview last week 
with CNN’s Anderson Coo¬ 
per, Facebook’s head of 
global policy, Monika Bick- 
ert, defended the compa¬ 
ny’s decision , noting that 
users are “being told” that 
the video is false when they 
view or share it. 

That might be a stretch. 
When an Associated Press 
reporter attempted to 


share the video as a test, 
a Facebook pop-up noted 
the existence of “addition¬ 
al reporting” on the video 
with links to fact-check ar¬ 
ticles, but didn’t directly 
describe the video as false 
or misleading. 

Alex Stamos, Facebook's 
former security chief, 
tweeted Sunday that few 
critics of the social net¬ 
work's handling of the Pe¬ 
losi video could articulate 
realistic enforcement stan¬ 
dards beyond “take down 
stuff I don’t like.” 

Mass censorship of mis¬ 
leading speech on Face- 
book, he wrote, would be 
“a huge and dangerous 
increase in FB’s editorial 
power.” 

Last year, Zuckerberg 
wrote on Facebook that 
the company focuses on 
downranking so-called 
“borderline content,” stuff 
that doesn’t violate its rules 
but is provocative, sensa¬ 
tionalist, “click-bait or misin¬ 
formation." 

While it’s true that Face- 
book could just change 
its rules around what is al¬ 
lowed — moving the line 
on acceptable mate¬ 
rial — Zuckerberg said this 
doesn’t address the under¬ 
lying problem of incentive. 
If the line of what is allowed 
moves, those creating ma¬ 
terial would just push closer 
to that new line. 

Facebook continuously 
grapples with the right way 
to deal with new forms of 
misinformation, Nathaniel 
Gleicher, the company’s 
head of cybersecurity pol¬ 
icy, said in a February inter¬ 
view with the AP. The prob¬ 
lem is far more complex 
than carefully manipulated 
“deepfake” videos that 
show people doing things 
they never did, or even 
crudely doctored videos 
such as the Pelosi clip. 

Any consistent policy, Glei¬ 
cher said, would have to 
account for edited images, 
ones presented out of con¬ 
text (such as a decade- 
old photo presented as 
current), doctored audio 
and more. He said it's a 
huge challenge to accu¬ 
rately identify such items 
and decide what type of 
disclosure to require when 
they're edited.□ 
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SPRING INTO A NEW HOME 
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Semi detached home 
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Salina Cerca # 37b Oceania Residence #513 

5Bed home with lush gardens 2Bed/2Bath Ocean front 
& large private pool Penthouse condo w/ jacuzzi 

Close to the Marriott Resort & private rooftop patio 



US stocks give up some of their early gains on Wall Street 



Traders Patrick Casey, left, and Gregory Rowe work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, 
Thursday, May 30, 2019. 


By DAMIAN J. TROISE 
ALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press 

Major U.S. stock indexes 
edged higher in afternoon 
trading Thursday, barely 
holding on to gains after an 
early rally lost momentum. 
The market's modest pick¬ 
up comes after two days of 
losses, which helped keep 
the S&P 500 on track for its 
fourth weekly loss and its 
first monthly decline of the 
year. 

Stocks have been sliding in 
volatile trading all month 
as investors come to grips 
with the potential impact 
that the escalating trade 
war between the U.S. and 
China could have on cor¬ 
porate and economic 
growth. 

Technology stocks, which 
have trailed only the ener¬ 
gy sector in terms of losses 
this month, accounted for 
a big chunk of the market’s 
gains Thursday. Keysight 
Technologies surged 10.8% 
after beating analysts’ first 
quarter profit forecasts. 
Retailers and restaurant 
chains also notched solid 
gains. Dollar General rose 
sharply after reporting en¬ 
couraging quarterly results. 
Home Depot gained 1.1% 
and McDonald's rose 1.4%. 
Clothing and apparel mak¬ 
ers were weighed down 
by weak financial results. 
PVH, which owns Calvin 
Klein, plunged after cutting 
its forecast for the year. 
Watchmaker Movado 
Group dropped 4.5% after 
reporting weak earnings. 


Energy stocks fell the most 
as crude oil prices de¬ 
clined. Benchmark U.S. 
crude was down 2.9% on 
oversupply concerns. The 
federal government report¬ 
ed that crude stocks fell just 
under 300,000 barrels last 
week. Oil trading advisory 
firm Ritterbusch and Associ¬ 
ates expected a decline of 
2 million barrels. 

With May almost at an end, 
the S&P 500 is heading for 
a loss of 5.5%. That would 
be its first monthly loss since 
December. The market has 
been heading steadily low¬ 
er this month as prospects 
for the economy have 
dimmed and as traders got 
more worried about the lin¬ 
gering trade feud between 


Washington and Beijing. 

In early May the U.S. and 
China concluded their 11th 
round of trade talks with no 
agreement. The U.S. then 
more than doubled duties 
on $200 billion in Chinese 
imports, and China re¬ 
sponded by raising its own 
tariffs. 

KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 

500 index was up 0.1% as 
of 1:52 p.m. Eastern time. 
The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average was up 19 points, 
or 0.1%, at 25,146. The Nas¬ 
daq composite rose 0.1% 
Major stock indexes in Eu¬ 
rope rose broadly. 
ANALYST’S TAKE: After a 
rough May, trade concerns 
will likely continue hanging 
over the market through 


Associated Press 

most of June. That’s when 
U.S. and Chinese leaders 
will have an opportunity to 
meet at the next G20 sum¬ 
mit in Japan. 

Until then, investors will 
have to deal with more 
uncertainty over the trade 
war’s impact on global 
growth, corporate profit re¬ 
sults and monetary policy. 
WRINKLED FORECAST: PVH, 
the owner of the Calvin 
Klein and Tommy Hilfiger 
brands, plunged 14.2% af¬ 
ter cutting its full year profit 
forecast because of weak 
sales. PVH cited weak sales 
in the U.S. and China and 
put some of the blame on 
the ongoing trade war be¬ 
tween the world's two big¬ 
gest economies. 


PVH said the forecast in¬ 
cludes the impact of tariffs. 
It is the latest retailer suf¬ 
fering from the fallout of 
the ongoing trade war be¬ 
tween the U.S. and China. 
Retailers have seesawed 
this week as they express 
concern over tariffs squeez¬ 
ing their businesses. 

DOLLAR DEALS: Dollar Gen¬ 
eral rose 7.5% and Dollar 
Tree rose 3.7% after the dis¬ 
count retailers gave inves¬ 
tors solid quarterly earnings 
results. 

Dollar General beat fore¬ 
casts for a key sales mea¬ 
sure at established stores. It 
pegged part of that growth 
to customers buying more 
groceries and seasonal 
items. Dollar Tree matched 
profit forecasts while beat¬ 
ing revenue forecasts for 
the quarter. 

EARNINGS SCORECARD: 

Nearly all of the compa¬ 
nies in the S&P 500 have re¬ 
ported their latest round of 
quarterly financial results. 
Analysts had issued dire 
warnings for a severe earn¬ 
ings contraction early this 
year, but the results have 
been surprisingly good. 
Overall, profit contracted 
less than a half-percentage 
point. That’s far better than 
the 4% drop Wall Street ex¬ 
pected. 

A few companies have 
yet to report results. Ride- 
hailing company Uber, 
which went public earlier 
in May, was scheduled to 
report its quarterly financial 
results for the first time later 
ThursdayO 























Conceptis Sudoku 


fteDAY 


FRIDAY 31 MAY 


^ICOMICS 


Mutts 

@> 


6 Chix 





UNFORTUNATELY X HAVE A 
CONDiTiON THAT MARES ME 
FORGET EVERYTHING ABOUT 
MUSiC AS SOON AS X'M ASRED 
THAT QUESTION 


Blondie 


i 


!l 


i 


DO you AND TOOTSIE HAVE 
ANY WEEKEND PLANS YET? 


I DON'T LIKE TO PLAN ANYTHING 
UNTIL THE WEEKEND IS ALMOST 
HERE; 



DO YOU HAVE 
/ANY WEEKEND 
PLANS YET? 


SEVERAL, BUT 
I HAVEN'T ' 
MENTIONED THEM 
TO HERB YET j 


A- E 


^ -'W.l 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



WAIT)WAIT... V 
MA^B6A>OU ’ 
CAM RELEASE 
N\e IMTO A 

SANCTUARY 

ClTV!' 


Baby Blues 



Zits 



j 


S 

fife 

I 

£ 

i 

t 

I 

o 


Difficulty Level ★★★★ 

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Prague Zoo sends 3 pelicans to 
London’s St. James’s Park 


Associated Press 
PRAGUE (AP) — Three great 
white pelicans are on their 
way from Prague Zoo to 
Britain to join a famed flock 
that has made London's St. 
James's Park home since 
the 17th century. 

Keepers were carefully car¬ 
rying the birds one by one 
Thursday morning to trans¬ 
port cages on of a van will 
take them on the 17-hour 
drive to the British capital. 

It is for the third time the 
zoo has sent its pelicans 
to the park. It started with 
four birds in 1995 when the 
zoo was one of the few in 
Europe capable of breed- 
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A keeper carries a great white 
pelican at the Zoo in Prague, 
Czech Republic, Thursday, 
May 30, 2019. 

Associated Press 

ing them. Three others fol¬ 
lowed in 2013.Q 
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Sound barrier to chase seals, prevent shark attacks debated 


In this Sept. 16, 2015, file photo, beachgoers keep an eye on the seals swimming at Coast Guard 
Beach in North Eastham, Mass. 


By PHILIP MARCELO 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — A plan to 
develop an acoustic sys¬ 
tem to chase away seals 
in order to prevent shark 
attacks is the latest front 
in the debate about how 
Cape Cod should respond 
in the wake of last year's 
shark attacks. 

Deep Blue LLC presented 
the idea for an “invisible 
fence” to the Barnstable 
County Commissioners on 
Wednesday, drawing sup¬ 
port from some officials and 
residents but concern from 
local animal rights groups. 
Company owner Willy Pla- 
ninshek envisions a sys¬ 
tem of underwater audio 
devices set up at the re¬ 
gion’s most popular swim¬ 
ming beaches. The devic¬ 
es would be mounted on 
buoys some distance from 
the shore and emit a sound 
unpleasant to seals but in¬ 
audible to humans. 
Planinshek believes that if 
seals are discouraged from 
the areas, the great white 
sharks that feast on them 
will also stay away. 

“We're creating an invisible 
fence like what use to keep 
your dog on your proper¬ 
ty,” he said. “Except in this 
case, we’re keeping other 
dogs out of the yard.” 
Commission members ap¬ 
plauded the idea as a 
“proactive rather than re¬ 
active” solution, echoing a 
common criticism of shark 
safety proposals so far ad¬ 
opted by local officials. 
They asked the company 
to return in the fall to give 
an update on their prog¬ 
ress developing the system. 
“Anything that would give 
the public more confi¬ 
dence in our beaches 
is important to us,” said 
Commission Chair Ronald 
Bergstrom. Two men were 
attacked — one fatally 
— by sharks off the Cape 


last summer. Local animal 
rights activists said they 
support non-lethal solutions 
to the region’s concerns 
but cautioned that such 
acoustic deterrent systems 
have failed elsewhere. 
Seals have been found to 
make simple adjustments 
to cope with the noise 
emitted by the underwater 
devices, such as swimming 
with their head above wa¬ 
ter, said Sharon Young, a 
Cape Cod resident and 
marine issues field director 
for the Humane Society of 
the United States. 

The sound systems have 
also been found to nega¬ 
tively impact other species 
of marine life, said Brian 
Sharp, director of marine 
mammal rescue and re¬ 
search for the Cape Cod- 
based International Fund 
for Animal Welfare. 

And if’s no guarantee 
the great white sharks will 
move on even if the seals 
leave, since the Cape's 
waters also teem with other 
marine life the sharks fa¬ 
vor, such as large fish and 


whales, Young and Sharp 
said. 

“When public money is be¬ 
ing spent, you should not 
be throwing good money 
after bad ideas," Young 
said. “This is just reinventing 
a broken wheel.” 
Planinshek disputed the no¬ 
tion that the sharks would 
remain even if seals left and 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — NASA's major proj¬ 
ects are busting budgets 
and schedules like never 
before, according to a 
congressional watchdog 
agency. 

The U.S. Government Ac¬ 
countability Office report¬ 
ed Thursday that NASA’s 
major projects are more 
than 27 percent over base¬ 
line costs and the average 
launch delay is 13 months. 
That’s the largest schedule 
delay since the GAO be¬ 
gan assessing NASA's ma¬ 
jor projects 10 years ago. 
The still-in-development 
James Webb Space Tele¬ 
scope is the major offend¬ 
er. The projected launch 
date for this advanced suc¬ 
cessor to the Hubble Space 
Telescope is now 2021, with 
an estimated $9.6 billion 
price tag, the GAO noted. 


Associated Press 

said the system wouldn’t 
harm other marine life or 
humans. He stressed that 
his company isn’t seeking 
public funding to develop 
its idea. 

Some local residents also 
said the activists for prioritiz¬ 
ing seal and shark welfare 
over the safety of humans. 
“The question here is: do 


seals still need to be pro¬ 
tected? We have a law 
that’s been on the books 
for 50 years,” said resident 
John Kartsounis, refer¬ 
ring to the federal Marine 
Mammal Profecfion Acf 
on 1972. “Seals are nof en¬ 
dangered, and neither are 
great whites." 

Cape officials could seek 
a narrow exemption to the 
federal law, as some states 
have done, suggested 
Commission member Ron¬ 
ald Beaty. In 2008, Wash¬ 
ington, Oregon, and Idaho 
received federal authority 
to remove or kill sea lions 
preying on salmon and oth¬ 
er protected fish species. 
Cape Cod officials have 
invested in emergency call 
boxes, specially equipped 
beach medical kits and 
additional lifeguard train¬ 
ing and other safety mea¬ 
sures ahead of the summer 
beach season. 

They’re also paying for 
an independent study on 
more costly and contro¬ 
versial steps, such as invest¬ 
ing in shark barriers, aerial 
drones or seal culls. 

That report, however, won't 
be ready until the fall.Q 


Report: NASA's major projects busting 
budgets, schedules 


This 2015 artist's rendering provided by Northrop Grumman via 
NASA shows the James Webb Space Telescope. 

Associated Press 


Its original target launch 
date was 2007, with initial 
cost estimates as low as $1 
billion. 

NASA’s yet-to-fly mega 
rocket, the Space Launch 
System, also faces big cost 
overruns because of pro¬ 
duction challenges and, 
likely, even more launch 
delays. 

On the bright side, the Park¬ 


er Solar Probe launched 
last summer and looping 
ever closer around the sun 
came in millions under bud¬ 
get and was also on time. 
The GAO defines a major 
project as having at least 
$250 million in lifetime costs. 
Altogether, NASA plans to 
invest $63 billion on the 24 
major projects listed in the 
GAO’s latest report.Q 
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Jeff Daniels: ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ is role of a lifetime 


By JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Early 
in the morning on a two- 
show day on Broadway, 
Jeff Daniels reluctantly talks 
about his Tony Award nom¬ 
ination. 

He doesn’t want to get his 
hopes up, so he prefers to 
“remain neutral” on the 
nod, his third. As for the role 
that got him there, well, 
that's another story. 

Daniels perks up when the 
conversation turns to his 
portrayal of Atticus Finch, 
the small-town attorney 
immortalized in the Harper 
Lee novel “To Kill a Mock¬ 
ingbird,” adapted now for 
the stage. 

Lee chronicled the inno¬ 
cence and tragedy of her 
childhood in the classic 
novel, shinning a light on 
the Jim Crow-era South as 
well as injustice in a small 
Alabama town. 

Nearly 60 years after the 
novel was published, Dan¬ 
iels sees the play embrace 
the same values. 

“I think the big thing that it 
did in the ‘60s, that it also 
does now, is it slaps white 
America in the face,” Dan¬ 
iels said. The novel won the 
Pulitzer Prize for literature in 
1961, and the film version 



This May 1,2019 file photo shows Jeff Daniels at the 73rd annual Tony Awards “Meet the Nominees” 
press day in New York. 

Associated Press 


took home three Oscars, in¬ 
cluding a best actor award 
for Gregory Peck. 

That pedigree makes step¬ 
ping into the shoes of Finch 
a daunting task, one that 
required a careful balance 
of research for Daniels. 

“I watched the movie 
once, and then put it away. 
I read the book once, and 
again with highlighting Atti¬ 
cus' stuff," Daniels said. 
That was just the starting 
point. From there, Daniels 


immersed himself in under¬ 
standing 1930s-era Ala¬ 
bama so he could focus on 
the period, rather than imi¬ 
tating Peck, or, as he puts 
it, “climbing Mount Grego¬ 
ry Peck.” 

Daniels approached it 
like he was originating the 
role. “Peck either did the 
definitive, can’t-imagine- 
anyone-else-in-this-perfor- 
mance, or he was the only 
guy who got to do it. So, if 
you're going to do it, that’s 


the approach you have to 
take and roll the dice and 
see what happens," Dan¬ 
iels said. “It's the role of a 
lifetime, and all I’m trying to 
do is give the performance 
of my life every night. Be¬ 
cause I know what I got. I 
know how precious this role 
is, and that’s why I said yes 
to it for a year,” Daniels said. 
Eight times a week, Daniels 
feels the pulse of the play 
in front of a live audience. 
While Jim Crow laws have 


gone by the wayside, he 
said the story is still relevant 
today when it comes to ra¬ 
cial bigotry. 

“It's probably as pro¬ 
nounced as racism has 
been in decades," he 
said. “We have to decide 
whether there is good¬ 
ness in everyone. Whether 
there is compassion and 
generosity and civility and 
respect for others in every¬ 
one. Atticus believes that, 
and he comes to find out 
that that may not be the 
case. And I think as we look 
around today, that's an 
arguable point." 

Noticeably absent from 
the Tony nominations this 
season was a nod for play¬ 
wright Aaron Sorkin, whose 
script fuels the work. But 
co-star Celia Keenan-Bol- 
ger — who earned one of 
the play’s nine nominations 
— said the cast and crew 
shared their joy with him. 
“We're doing great at the 
box office, and so many 
people that were a part 
of the production were 
recognized. But, of course, 
the truth is that none of us 
would be here if it weren’t 
for Aaron Sorkin. So, our 
nomination is his nomi¬ 
nation," Keenan-Bolger 
said.Q 


Blast from the past comedies, Fawcett bio win in TV ratings 



This image released by ABC shows Wanda Sykes as Louise 
Jefferson, left, and Jamie Foxx as George Jefferson in “Live in 
Front of a Studio Audience: Norman Lear’s ‘All in the Family' 
and ‘The Jeffersons’,” special which aired on Wednesday, 
May 22. 

Associated Press 


By LYNN ELBER 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Blasts 
from the past proved ir¬ 
resistible to viewers, who 
flocked to live versions of 
a pair of classic sitcoms 
and a special about a 
20th-century TV beauty. 
ABC's re-creation of epi¬ 
sodes of “All in the Family" 
and “The Jeffersons" was 
among last week's most- 
watched programs with 
10.4 million viewers, ac¬ 
cording to Nielsen figures 
released Wednesday. 
Woody Harrelson played 
Archie Bunker, the role 
originated by the late Car- 
roll O'Connor on “All in the 
Family," with Jamie Foxx 
following in the footsteps 
of Sherman Hemsley as 
George Jefferson. 

A “Nightline” program on 
the do-overs of producer 


Norman Lear's famed 
1970s and ‘80 comedies 
also landed in the top 10, 
with an ABC documentary 
on the life and career of 
Farrah Fawcett coming in 
at No. 12. 


The actress, who shot to 
fame in the “Charlie's An¬ 
gels" series in 1976 and lat¬ 
er appeared in the sitcom 
“Spin City" and in mov¬ 
ies and on stage, died of 
cancer in 2009 at age 62. 


NBC, powered by “The 
Voice” and its “Chicago” 
drama franchise, was the 
week’s most-watched 
broadcast network with 
an average 4.35 million 
viewers, just squeezing 
past CBS' 4.33 million. ABC 
averaged 3.87 million. Fox 
had 2.5 million, ION Televi¬ 
sion had 1.27 million. Univi¬ 
sion with 1.26 million, Tele- 
mundo 1.1 million and the 
CW 610,000. 

ABC’s “World News To¬ 
night” topped the eve¬ 
ning newscasts with an 
average of 8.1 million 
viewers. NBC’s “Nightly 
News” was second with 
7.2 million and the “CBS 
Evening News” averaged 
5.4 million viewers. 

For the week of May 20- 
26, the top 10 shows, their 
networks and viewerships: 
“NCIS,” CBS, 12 million; 


“Live: All in the Family-The 
Jeffersons,” ABC, 10.4 mil¬ 
lion; NBA Playoffs: Golden 
State at Portland, ESPN, 
7.99 million; “The Voice,” 
NBC, 7.97 million; “Night- 
line: All in the Family-The 
Jeffersons,” ABC, 7.7 mil¬ 
lion; “Chicago Med," 
NBC, 7.5 million; “Chicago 
Fire,” NBC, 7.49 million; 
“The Voice” (Tuesday), 
NBC, 7.4 million; “Chicago 
P.D.,” NBC, 6.6 million; NBA 
Playoffs: Milwaukee at To¬ 
ronto, Turner, 6.4 million. 
ABC is owned by The Walt 
Disney Co. CBS is owned 
by CBS Corp. CW is a joint 
venture of Warner Bros. 
Entertainment and CBS 
Corp. Fox is owned by Fox 
Corp. NBC and Telemun- 
do are owned by Com¬ 
cast Corp. ION Television 
is owned by ION Media 
Networks. □ 
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Octavia Spencer like you’ve never seen her before in ‘Ma’ 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Octa¬ 
via Spencer is a movie star. 
She has been for almost a 
decade since audiences 
and Oscar voters fell in love 
with her as Minnie in “The 
Help.” Since then she’s got¬ 
ten two more supporting 
actress Oscar nominations, 
one of which was for a film 
that became another “sur¬ 
prise" blockbuster (“Hid¬ 
den Figures"), ramped up 


her production company, 
acted consistently in film 
and television and written 
children’s books. She even 
executive produced this 
year's best picture winner, 
“Green Book.” 

But there was one thing 
she hadn’t yet done in her 
nearly 25 years in the busi¬ 
ness: Starred in her own 
film. She'd been a lead be¬ 
fore, but she'd never been 
first on the call sheet. Until 
now. 
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This image released by Universal Pictures shows Octavia Spencer in a scene from “Ma.” 

Associated Press 


The film that righted that 
wrong is “Ma,” a Blumhouse 
horror movie in which she 
plays a small town woman 
who buys beer for some 
local high school students 
and lets them party in her 
basement, before things 
take a sinister turn. It opens 
nationwide this weekend, 
and it’s unlike anything au¬ 
diences have seen Spen¬ 
cer do before. 

“There are only a couple 
of archetypes people are 
comfortable seeing me in. 
And for me, it’s like, you 
know you might only be 
comfortable seeing me this 
way, but there are so many 
colors in this crayon box,” 
Spencer, 47, said. “I want 
to play everything that you 
don’t think I can do.” 

She’d found herself, de¬ 
spite all the success, being 
considered for only “nur- 
turer" or “sage" roles. She 
wanted to stretch. 

The only reason “Ma” came 
to her was Tate Taylor, who 
wrote and directed “The 
Help,” but also has been 
Spencer's friend since they 
were production assistants 
together on “A Time to Kill” 
in 1995, dreaming about a 
move to Los Angeles and a 
career in movies. 

The script Taylor saw was 
written for a white woman, 
but he thought of Spencer 
nonetheless. 

“She had expressed to me 
she was frustrated,” Taylor 
said. “She’s grateful for her 


career but she was being 
offered the same thing and 
never the lead. Women of 
color just don't get the lead 
unless they’re a slave or a 
maid.” So he called his for¬ 
mer roommate (they lived 
together in a mid-city Los 
Angeles duplex for seven 
years), and proposed this 
semi-deranged film that 
would be a departure for 
both of them. 

“I said, ‘Well, usually black 
people get killed in the first 
15 minutes of a horror film,”’ 
Spencer said. “And he said, 
‘Not only do you not die 
within the first 15 minutes, 
but you actually do all the 
killing.’ I thought, ‘Ok, I’m 
interested.’” 

The script needed some 
work, though. Ma didn’t re¬ 
ally have a motivation, she 
was just crazy, and Taylor 
changed that. 

“The things that he 
changed weren't based 
on race,” Spencer said. “It 
was just giving her a back- 
story, to give her a reason, 
in her mind, as to why she 
takes such a dark turn.” 

But ask Spencer what her 
dream role is and the an¬ 
swer might surprise you. 

“I always say, the part of 
producer," she said. “Not 
only do I get to create op¬ 
portunities for myself but for 
other people. I still live by 
that. And if there is some¬ 
thing that I'm dying to do, 
if it’s not written, as a pro¬ 
ducer, I have an option 


now to create it for myself.” 
She’d been optioning 
books going back to her 
time on “The Help," but 
her first executive produc¬ 
ing credit actually came 
about by accident when 
Ryan Coogler’s “Fruitvale 
Station” lost $150,000 of its 
$900,000 budget. 

“I put in some money and 
then I started making some 
calls to people... I don’t 
even know that I had the 
resources. I just knew that 
it was important for me to 
do," Spencer said. “We 
were not going to let it die 
on the vine, and I had just 
worked with people who 
I knew had the resources 
and so I called.” 

She got some nos, but 
those people regretted it 
and have since kept bug¬ 
ging her for whatever else 
she's got. 

“I say. I'm not going to call 
you unless I need you again 
and you know when I make 
that call it'll be something 
worthy of your time," Spen¬ 
cer said with a smile. 

She’s got a lot on her plate 
right now. She’s jet-lagged, 
for one, having just gotten 
off a plane from London 
where she’s filming the re¬ 
make of “The Witches." 
She’s also teamed up with 
LeBron James to produce 
and star in a Netflix series 
about entrepreneur Mad¬ 
am C.J. Walker, as well as 
an AppleTV+ crime drama 
“Truth Be Told.” □ 
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Couture Council to honor Louboutin and his red-soled shoes 



By JOCELYN NOVECK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — From a 
tiny bottle of nail polish, a 
luxury fashion empire was 
born. 

Designer Christian Loubou¬ 
tin says he was experiment¬ 
ing in his factory one day 
when he suddenly seized 
his assistant's bottle of red 
polish to blot out the usual 
black soles and try some 
bright color. 

The experiment stuck, obvi¬ 
ously. And now Louboutin's 
red-soled stilettos, featuring 
sky-high heels and fetching 
sky-high prices, are “utterly 
iconic as a symbol of erot¬ 
ic femininity,” says Valerie 
Steele, director of The Mu¬ 
seum at FIT — explaining 
why Louboutin has been 
chosen as this year’s hon- 
oree of the museum’s Cou¬ 
ture Council. 

The prestigious honor, 
awarded each year at 
the beginning of New 
York Fashion Week in Sep¬ 
tember, usually goes to 
a clothes designer. But, 
Louboutin told The Associ¬ 
ated Press this week, fash¬ 
ion lovers have a special 
relationship with shoes — 
more than with clothes, or 
at least different. 

“The woman carries the 
clothes. But the shoes? They 
carry the woman,” the Par¬ 
is-based designer said Tues¬ 
day in a telephone inter¬ 
view. “So it’s a very differ¬ 
ent interaction.” The shoe. 


he said, “is a pedestal. But 
this little thing on your feet is 
also making you a different 
person, in a lot of ways. It's 
affecting the entire silhou¬ 
ette and the way you're 
going to walk and move.” 
There's another advan¬ 
tage, he adds, to footwear: 
The wearer can see it. “If 
you have a dress, you can’t 
see it unless you have a mir¬ 
ror. But if you have a pair of 
shoes, you can still look at 
your feet. All the time.” 
Steele, at FIT (Fashion Insti¬ 
tute of Technology), says 


shoes have always been an 
important part of the mu¬ 
seum’s voluminous collec¬ 
tion, which includes some 
4,000 pairs “and counting." 
“People really obsess over 
their shoes,” she says. She 
calls Louboutin’s red soles 
“a stroke of genius — what 
a simple and yet effec¬ 
tive thing, because red is 
coded for us as the color 
of passion and seduction 
and love ... but who would 
have thought to have put it 
on the sole of a shoe?" 
Louboutin also designs 


Associated Press 

men’s shoes, but it’s wom¬ 
en's footwear he’s famous 
for, especially the heels 
(though he designs flats, 
too). They range from hun¬ 
dreds of dollars per pair 
well into the thousands, 
depending on the adorn¬ 
ment. They're loved by ce¬ 
lebrities; “I’m throwing on 
my Louboutins,” goes the 
chorus of a 2009 Jennifer 
Lopez song. 

Louboutin, 56, says his ca¬ 
reer began with a child¬ 
hood hobby of sketching 
shoes. 


“When adults asked what I 
wanted to do when I grew 
up, I said I wanted to draw 
shoes,” he says. “But I didn’t 
think it was a real job.” 

He’d been designing for 
several years when he dis¬ 
covered the red-sole idea 
in the early ‘90s. A few 
weeks after the nail pol¬ 
ish experiment, he says, 
he was in his Paris shop, 
watching a couple consid¬ 
er a pair of shoes with typi¬ 
cal black soles. His female 
co-worker felt the man was 
“very handsome,” Loubou¬ 
tin says, and watched as 
he turned over a pair of 
shoes to find nothing inter¬ 
esting on the soles. When 
the couple left, the co¬ 
worker remarked that she 
should have put her phone 
number on the soles. 
Louboutin took that as a 
sign, he says, “that the sole 
should have its own iden¬ 
tity.” 

He considered changing 
the color every season, 
but then realized that red 
— the color of blood, he 
points out — was unique. “I 
had many customers who 
would only wear black, but 
they wore red on their lips 
or on their nails,” he says. 
Louboutin’s shoes are worn 
by fashionistas around the 
world — first lady Melania 
Trump seems to be a fan, 
often photographed in 
Louboutins like a towering 
yellow pair she wore re¬ 
cently in JapanO 


Mavis Staples and Ben Harper combine for great music 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 

Mavis Staples, “We Get By” (Anti- 
Records) 

Time has certainly not dampened 
the urgency in Mavis Staples' 
voice. Now 80, the Grammy- 
winning legend and social activ¬ 
ist has one clear enemy on her 
new album: the status quo. She 
sings the word “change” some 20 
times. 

The terrific “We Get By” opens 
with the song “Change" and 
ends 10 tracks later with “One 
More Change to Make.” Along 
the way, she urges action: “Can't 
stay the same," "Something’s got 
to give” and “Grab hold of the 
days.” All the songs on this, her 
12th studio album, were written 



This cover image released by Anti- 
Records shows “We Get By,” a release 
by Mavis Staples. 

Associated Press 

by Ben Harper and their union is 
both fruitful and moving. Harper 
has given Staples some tunes that 
show off her vulnerable side and 


others that make you move, with 
some funk and folk and soul and 
blues, the guitars often shimmer¬ 
ing. He joins her in singing the dy¬ 
namic, soulful “We Get By." 

The Staples-Harper collaboration 
dates back to when he wrote the 
terrific song “Love and Trust” for 
her 2016 album, “Livin’ On a High 
Note.” She thanks him for all his 
new work in the liner notes: “I love 
you. Baby Bruh.” He has three 
Grammys, but Harper might put 
that career achievement first. 
Harper has written and produced 
an unrushed and quietly brooding 
album for Staples, one that puts 
her expressive voice at the center 
and the instruments turned down. 
Two songs — “Never Needed 
Anyone” and “Heavy On My 


Mind” — sound like the band was 
another room down the hall. 

In between calls for change. 
Staples sings about love. On 
“Chance on Me," she is needy: 
“I don't need a symphony/I just 
need one violin.” On the tender, 
bluesy “Hard to Leave,” she’s 
longing: “Softly reaching over/For 
your touch upon my sleeve.” 

Then there’s the standout “Stron¬ 
ger,” an irresistible rocking track 
where Staples’ voice stretches 
and soars and the guitar keeps 
up with her. “Don't need a house 
on the hill/Don’t need my face on 
a dollar bill," she sings. 

Hey, George Washington has 
had a long run. Who's down with 
Staples on the $1? Change can 
be good.Q 
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Vacant office parks find new life as schools, colleges 


By MICHAEL MELIA 
Associated Press 
FAIRFIELD, Conn. (AP) — On 

the new satellite campus of 
Sacred Heart University, the 
helicopter landing pad re¬ 
mains as one of the few re¬ 
minders that the wooded, 
69-acre property served 
until recently as the global 
headquarters for General 
Electric. 

Where Jack Welch sat at 
the pinnacle of corpo¬ 
rate America, professors 
now lead classes inside 
the sleek, 1970s buildings 
on the campus purchased 
by the university following 
GE’s departure for Boston 
in 2016. 

Across the country, of¬ 
fice parks that have lost 
their luster with employers 
are being repurposed as 
school buildings. Colleges 
and school districts willing 
to think beyond traditional 
school settings are retrofit¬ 
ting office space to help 
them deal with growing 
enrollments and a scarcity 
of land in urban and subur¬ 
ban areas. 

Sacred Heart computer 
science professor Bob Mc¬ 
Cloud said he likes the 
natural light the floor-to- 
ceiling windows bring into 
the classrooms. And the 
leftover cubicles outside his 
office leave plenty of room 
for his graduate students. 
But he is still adjusting to the 
former GE site. 

“It’s a little corporate,” he 
said. 

A 28-bedroom guesthouse 
with a ballroom has been 
kept by the university to 
support a new hospitality 
program. Renovations are 
still underway at the two 
main buildings, but the uni¬ 
versity already has moved 
the education, computer 
science and engineering 
departments to what it is 
calling its West Campus, a 
short shuttle ride from the 
main campus. 

Michael Kinney, a university 
administrator, said the $31.5 
million paid for the property 
was a bargain when com¬ 
pared with the cost of new 
construction. 

A similar idea has been 
under consideration a few 
miles down the Connecti¬ 
cut shoreline in Stamford, 
where the school district 



This undated photo made available by Josh Meister shows the North Atlanta High School in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


was looking at an unoc¬ 
cupied building that once 
housed Xerox as the poten¬ 
tial site of an elementary 
school. 

Some other examples: 

ATLANTA 

When Atlanta Public 
Schools decided to build 
a high school inside a 
11 -story office tower that 
once housed IBM, design¬ 
ers found classrooms fit well 
within the column structure. 
But there was plenty that 
needed changing. 

A nine-story building on the 
56-acre property was torn 
down to make room for a 
gymnasium and audito¬ 
rium. Stairs were installed to 
create double-level com¬ 
mon areas for each grade 
level and reduce logjams 
on the elevators. And lami¬ 
nated glass was installed in 
all the floor-to-ceiling win¬ 


dows to keep students from 
falling through if any were 
to crash into them while 
roughhousing. 

IBM’s kitchen and cafeteria 
were kept in place — with 
some modifications. 

“You can’t have chande¬ 
liers in a kids’ cafeteria,” 
said Bob Just, an architect 
with the firm Cooper Carry 
in Atlanta. 

North Atlanta High School 
opened in the new space in 
2013. IBM once employed 
over 5,000 people at the 
site but that had number 
had dwindled to less than 
a thousand as more were 
working at home or cus¬ 
tomer sites. 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 

With a fast-growing student 
population, and little avail¬ 
able land, the city of Alex¬ 
andria saw opportunity in a 
cheap, vacant office tow¬ 


er that had once housed 
the National Diabetes As¬ 
sociation headquarters. 

In September, the building 
reopened as the Ferdinand 
T. Day Elementary School, 
named for a civil rights ad¬ 
vocate who worked for de¬ 
segregation in Alexandria. 
The school district bought a 
parking garage adjacent 
to the building for play¬ 
ground space, including 
a basketball court on the 
roof. A footbridge was built 
to allow children to walk 
from the third floor of the 
school to the building with 
play areas. 

The bottom four floors make 
up the school, with the top 
two reserved for school of¬ 
fice space. With large win¬ 
dows that let in abundant 
natural light, school district 
spokeswoman Helen Lloyd 
said the building lent itself 


well to a school setting, 
and the retrofit took much 
less time than it would have 
to build a new school. 

“We went to the planning 
council in September, and 
11 months later the building 
opened, all glossy and gor¬ 
geous,” she said. 

HOUSTON 

As the Awty International 
School was looking for room 
to expand its early learn¬ 
ing center, the Houston 
neighborhood was seeing 
business parks give way to 
more condos, apartments 
and retail development. 
When an office park across 
the street became avail¬ 
able for sale, the private 
school in the city center 
bought the five-acre prop¬ 
erty. It opened in Septem¬ 
ber 2017 as a campus for 
preschool through first 
grade students. A play¬ 
ground replaced a parking 
lot in an interior courtyard, 
and the ceiling was raised 
in one building to accom¬ 
modate a gym. 

The 30-year-old develop¬ 
ment had been home to 
businesses including a bi¬ 
cycle maker and a tax of¬ 
fice before being sold. The 
school renovated the entire 
property, adding color to 
the brick facade with new 
resin panels, and they were 
on track for significant sav¬ 
ings compared to the costs 
of new construction before 
running into challenges 
with the remodeling. 

“I’m not sure in the end we 
really realized those sav¬ 
ings,” said Don Davis, the 
school’s director of facili¬ 
ties, “but it turned out to be 
a very nice project."Q 



This August 2018 photo provided by The Awty International 
School shows a playground at The Early Learning campus at The 
Awty International School in Houston. 
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This Oct. 2, 2018, photo shows the former General Electric 
headquarters in Fairfield, Conn., that was purchased by Sacred 
Heart University in 2016. 

Associated Press 
















